
V3 CORRECTION: Section 23; I was wrong and thought the 16-hour class included the 2-hour range time but it does not.  

The total time for the class is 18 hours.  16 HOUR CLASS THAT PLUS 2 HOURS OF RANGE TIME AND TEST REQUIRED FOR 

A NEW LICENSE AND FOR ALL CURRENT LICENSE HOLDERS BEFORE THEY RECERTIFY.  Section 4;  “P” Includes SPORTING 

EVENTS under SENSITIVE LOCATION but uses the phrase, SUCH AS to give examples of places where such events are held 

but it does not list every place so if consider the Shooting Sports to be “SPORTING EVENTS” then they are banned. 

V2 CORRECTIONS: Section 4; does contain an exemption for the ban of possession in for: LAW ENFORCEMENT WHO 

QUALIFY TO CARRY UNDER THE FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS SAFETY ACT, 18 U.S.C. 926C 

I am not a lawyer and this is not legal advice.  We all get to take a guess at what the new law means and what the impact 

will be.  I’m doing this just to make it more readable for the average person. If you see any errors or think that I am 

wrong about something just contact me and I will make corrections. 

Hold down the CTRL key and click on the link in the “SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS” section of the bill to link to move your 

cursor to the actual change to the law.  HOLD DOWN YOUR ‘CTRL’ KEY AND CLICK HERE TO TEST 

TEST 

Anything in brackets, bold and green are my comments. I can’t comment on every change so I just commented on some 

of the most important changes. Example: [MY COMMENTS]  

I’m not in charge of SCOTUS or any other court and I can’t predict the future so everything depends on who the Judges 

are when the cases make their way to SCOTUS.  The anti-gun forces could pack the court or we could lose some Judges 

for various reasons at any time but I’m still going to take a guess at how the courts will rule on each section of the law 

based on the NYSRPA ruling as CONSTITUTIONAL OR UNCONSTITUTIONAL.  

New impacts of the bill, S51001, are still being found and because the bill is poorly written some changes to the bill will 

be required for example mixing the terms ‘recertify’ and ‘renew.’ This bill should be called the “Full employment for 

lawyers act.” Lawsuits are being filed and most people feel that many of the provisions will be found unconstitutional.  

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS: 

Section 1 of this bill amends section 400.00 of the penal law: to define good moral character, provide new eligibility 

requirements, which include passing a firearms safety course; to create a new concealed carry license under 400.00 2(f) 

with additional disqualifying offenses and eligibility requirements; to create an appeals process for applicants who are 

denied, or licenses which are revoked; to require concealed carry 2(f) licenses to recertify and renew their license after 

three years; to provide that conduct that would result in a denial of a license would also operate as a ground for 

revocation of a license, and a material false statement would result in revocation of a license, issued to a licensee in 

writing. [INSTEAD OF “PROPER CAUSE” THEY ARE TRYING TO USE “GOOD MORAL CHARACTER.”  RECERTIFICATION IS 

NOW EVERY THREE YEARS INSTEAD OF FIVE YEARS. LICENSE REQUIRED TO PURCHASE A SEMI-AUTO RIFLE.]  

• NEW CHARACTER REQUIREMENTS UNCONSTITUTIONAL 

• EXISTING HANDGUN LICENSE CLASS REQUIREMENT BEFORE RECERTIFICATION UNCONSTITUTIONAL IN 

CURRENT FORM 

• APPLICATIONS AFTER 9/1/22 CLASS REQUIREMENT UNCONSTITUTIONAL IN CURRENT FORM 

• MEET WITH JUDGE, LIST OF EVERYONE IN YOUR HOME, REFERENCES, SAFETY CERTIFICATE, JUDGE CAN ADD ANY 

REQUIREMENT THEY WANT UNCONSTITUTIONAL EXCEPT MEETING WITH JUDGE 

• APPEALS FROM DENIAL OF AN APPLICATION, RENEWAL, RECERTIFICATION OR LICENSE REVOCATION. 

CONSTITUTIONAL 

• RECERTIFICATION EVERY THREE YEARS,  CONSTITUTIONAL 

Section 2 amends section 837 of the executive law, giving the Division of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) the new duty 

and function of collaborating with the Division of State Police to certify instructors and create course and training 

standards for a firearms safety course and live-fire range training. DCJS will work with the State Police to create an 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s51001


appeals board. [I’VE BEEN TOLD THE NYSP WANTS TO HAVE THIS DONE BY 9/1/22 BUT WHO KNOWS.] 

CONSTITUTIONAL 

Section 3 amends the executive law by adding a new section 235, giving the State Police the responsibility of 

collaborating with DCJS to promulgate the policies and procedures for firearms safety and training. It also requires the 

State Police to work with DCJS in creating an appeals board. [SAME AS ABOVE.] CONSTITUTIONAL 

Section 4 amends the penal law by adding a new section 265.01-e, making a comprehensive list of all the sensitive places 

where the possession and carrying of firearms, rifles, or shotguns are prohibited. This section makes it a class E felony to 

possess a firearm, rifle, or shotgun in an enumerated prohibited sensitive place. It also specifies the people who are 

exempt from this prohibition.  [SENSITIVE LOCATIONS: CCW IN SOME PLACES WERE ALREADY ILLEGAL BUT THEY 

ADDED A LOT MORE. RETIRED POLICE WHO QUALIFY AFTER TAKING THE HR 218 CLASS ARE EXEMPT. CLASS E FELONY 

= 1.5 to 4 YEARS IN JAIL PLUS $5,000 FINE PLUS OTHER STUFF. CLASS E FELONY.] MOSTLY UNCONSTITUTIONAL BUT 

GUNS ARE ALREADY BANNED IN SOME PLACES THAT ARE ALREADY COVERED UNDER FEDERAL LAW. ;  “P” INCLUDES 

‘SPORTING EVENTS’ UNDER ‘SENSITIVE LOCATION’ BUT USES THE PHRASE, ‘SUCH AS’ TO GIVE EXAMPLES OF PLACES 

WHERE SUCH EVENTS ARE HELD BUT IT DOES NOT LIST EVERY PLACE SO IF CONSIDER THE SHOOTING SPORTS TO BE 

“SPORTING EVENTS” THEN THEY ARE BANNED. 

• HR218 EXEMPTION 

Section 5 amends the penal law by adding a new section 265.01-d, making it a class E felony to possess a firearm, rifle, 

or shotgun on private property where a property owner has not given an indication or expressly allowed a person to 

possess. It also specifies the people who are exempt from this prohibition. [RESTRICTED LOCATION: SAME AS ABOVE 

EXCEPT IT DOES NOT CONTAIN A SPECIFIC EXEMPTION THAT INCLUDES “LAW ENFORCEMENT WHO QUALIFY TO 

CARRY UNDER THE FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS SAFETY ACT, 18 U.S.C. 926C.”] UNCONSTITUTIONAL BUT IT 

WOULD BE CONSTITUTIONAL IF IT WAS REVERSED SO PEOPLE HAD TO POST A SIGN TO KEEP GUNS OUT. 

Section 6 amends penal law section 265.20 by allowing a person to possess a pistol or revolver while undergoing live-fire 

range training with a qualified instructor. [WE HAVE WANTED THIS FOR DECADES.] CONSTITUTIONAL 

Section 7 amends penal law section 400.02 by requiring DCJS to conduct a monthly check of licensees' records for 

criminal conviction, criminal indictment, mental health, extreme risk protection orders, orders of protection, and other 

records. This section also creates a statewide license and records database for the sales of ammunition. [AMMO 

BACKGROUND CHECKS BY FFLs ARE BACK BUT PRIVATE SALES ARE EXEMPT UNDER CURRENT LAW THAT WAS NOT 

CHANGED.] CONSTITUTIONAL 

Section 8 amends penal law section 400.03, providing that people who sell firearms or ammunition shall keep records of 

their sales in way approved by State Police. CONSTITUTIONAL DEPENDING ON EXACT REQUIREMENTS 

Section 9 amends penal law section 265.45, promulgating new safe storage laws for rifles, shotguns, and firearms in 

vehicles. [AGE CHANGE FROM 16 TO 18 AND ILLEGAL TO STORE GUN IN CAR GLOVE COMPARTMENT. GUN MUST BE 

STORED UNLOADED IN A CONTAINER THAT “SHALL BE FIRE, IMPACT, AND TAMPER RESISTANT.” NOTE RIFLES AND 

SHOTGUNS ARE INCLUDED. IT DOES NOT SAY YOU MUST STORE YOUR AMMO IN A CONTAINER.] UNCONSTITUTIONAL 

Section 10 adds a new section 400.30 to the penal law, to specify that the enactment of this bill and its application will 

not prevent local law to be more restrictive. [LOCAL LAWS CAN BE MORE RESTRICTIVE SO YOU WILL HAVE TO KNOW 

EVERY GUN LAW IN EVERY LOCATION WHERE YOU ARE. 5 ROUND MAG LIMIT? NO PROBLEM.  ANY ANTI-GUN LAW 

THEY CAN THINK OF IS OKAY.] PROBABLY CONSTITUTIONAL BUT LOCAL LAWS WOULD BE CHALLENGED ON A CASE BY 

CASE BASIS. (‘FULL EMPLOYMENT FOR LAWYERS ACT’) 

Section 11 amends penal law section 270.20, replacing the former defined term "body vest" with a new definition of the 

term "body armor," which includes any product that is a personal protective body covering intended to protect against 

gunfire, and would include hard body armor. [CRIME TO WEAR BODY ARMOR WHEN COMMITTING A CRIME. {I’M SURE 

THIS WILL DETER THE CRIMINALS.”}] CONSTITUTIONAL 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/926C
https://criminallawsny.com/class-e-felony/


Section 12 amends penal law section 270.21, changing the term "body vest" to "body armor" and prohibiting the 

purchase of body armor by individuals not engaged or employed in an eligible profession.  [CRIME TO BUY BUT NOT TO 

OWN OR WEAR IF YOU ARE NOT COMMITTING A CRIME.] UNCONSTITUTIONAL 

Section 13 amends penal law section 270.22, changing the term "body vest" to "body armor" and prohibiting the sale of 

body armor to individuals not engaged or employed in an eligible profession. [CRIME TO SELL OR GIVE.] 

UNCONSTITUTIONAL 

Section 14 amends section 396-eee of general business law, changing the term "body vest" to "body armor," and 

prohibiting the sale of body armor to individuals not engaged or employed in an eligible profession. [CRIME TO DELIVER 

TO A PERSON NOT QUALIFIED, MUST BE IN PERSON.] CONSTITUTIONAL 

Section 15 amends section 144-a of the executive law, changing the term "body vest" to "body armor." [SETS UP WHO 

WILL MAKE THE REGULATIONS AND WHAT THE REGULATIONS WILL BE TO WHO AND WHEN ‘BODY ARMOR’ CAN BE 

USED.] CONSTITUTIONAL 

Section 16 amends the executive law to add a new section 228, authorizing State police to run national instant criminal 

background checks and serve as a State point of contact. [ NO MORE FFLs CALLING THE FBI FOR NICS CHECK.  THEY ARE 

NOW TO CALL THE NYSP. NYSP WILL NOW HAVE A LIST OF ALL OF THE GUNS YOU PURCHASE AFTER THIS PROGRAM 

STARTS.] CONSTITUTIONAL 

Section 17 amends section 898 of the general business law to require dealers to submit a request to State police before 

receiving a background check. CONSTITUTIONAL 

Section 18 amends section 896 of the general business law to require firearm dealers to submit a request to State police 

before any firearm sale or transfer. [BACKGROUND CHECKS AT GUN SHOWS.] CONSTITUTIONAL 

Section 19 amends section 400.03 of the penal law, requiring dealers and sellers to go through the State police to 

conduct background checks. [AMMO BACKGROUND CHECK THROUGH THE NYSP IF THE FBI WILL DO THE NICS CHECK 

ON AMMO. (FEDERAL LAW ONLY ALLOWS BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR GUNS. I DON’T KNOW WHAT THEY ARE 

THINKING.)] CONSTITUTIONAL 

Section 20 adds a new section 400.06, requiring dealers to contact State police to conduct a national instant criminal 

background check. Failure to comply is a class A misdemeanor. [CRIME FOR FFLs TO SELL GUNS WITHOUT A NYSP 

BACKGROUND CHECK.  THEY DID NOT INCLUDE AMMO IN THE PENALTY.] CONSTITUTIONAL 

Section 21 adds a new section 99-pp to the finance law to create a "background check fund". This fund will be used to 

cover the costs associated with performing background checks. [THE NYSP WILL CHARGE THE FFL FOR NICS CHECK, 

WHO KNOWS HOW MUCH.] CONSTITUTIONAL IF FEES ARE NOT EXCESSIVE. 

Section 22 amends section 265.00 of the penal law to redefine "duly authorized instructor" as including people certified 

by DCJS. [NRA INSTRUCTORS ARE ALREADY IN THE LAW AS WELL AS 4H INSTRUCTORS.  ADDS AND ALLOWS DCJS TO 

APPOINT INSTRUCTORS.] CONSTITUTIONAL 

Section 23 amends section 400.00 of the penal law to require licensing officials to notify licensees regarding important 

information concerning their responsibilities as a license holder. Licensees must receive a notification regarding the 

requirements for the safe storage of their firearm, rifle, or shotgun. [16 HOUR CLASS THAT PLUS 2 HOURS OF RANGE 

TIME AND TEST REQUIRED FOR A NEW LICENSE AND FOR ALL CURRENT LICENSE HOLDERS BEFORE THEY RECERTIFY.  

HOW ARE ALL OF THE CURRENT LICENSE HOLDERS, ESTIMATED AROUND 1.5 MILLION, GOING TO ALL TAKE A CLASS IN 

THE NEXT 3 YEARS? CURRENT LICENSE HOLDERS WILL HAVE A GUN BUT NEW APPLICANTS WILL HAVE TO BE GIVEN A 

GUN TO USE IN THE CLASS BY THE RANGE OR INSTRUCTOR.] UNCONSTITUTIONAL IN ITS PRESENT FORM.  SOME TYPE 

OF CLASS MIGHT BE CONSTITUTIONAL. 

Section 24 amends section 265.00, to modify the definition for a rifle and shotgun. [BLACKPOWDER LONG GUNS 

REQUIRE NICS CHECKS. I DON’T KNOW IF THE FEDS WILL GO ALONG WITH THIS.] PROBABLY CONSTITUTIONAL 



Section 25, the severability clause, provides that if any part of this Act be adjudged by any court of competent 

jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment would not invalidate the remainder of the Act. CONSTITUTIONAL THIS IS A 

STANDARD PROVISION IN MOST LAWS 

Section 26 provides that the bill takes effect on the first day of September next succeeding the date on which it shall 

have become a law.  [A BIG “THAT A BOY” TO ANYONE WHO CAN TRANSLATE THIS SECTION] CONSTITUTIONAL IF 

ANYONE CAN FIGURE THIS SECTION OUT. 

EXISTING LAW: 

 

1. PL § 400.00 establishes the requirements for licenses to carry, possess, repair, and dispose of firearms. 

2. PL § 265 establish the penalties of unlawful possession of firearms and other dangerous weapons.  

3. PL § 400.02 establishes the creation of a statewide license and record database. 

4. PL § 400.03 requires every "commercial transfer" of ammunition, including sales by firearms dealers and other 

ammunition vendors, to be preceded by a background check through a statewide license and record database. 

5. PL § 270.20 establishes the penalties for unlawful wearing of a body vest. 

6. PL § 270.21 establishes the penalties for unlawful purchase of a body vest. 

7. PL § 270.22 establishes the penalties for unlawful sale of a body vest. 

8. Gen Bus. L § 896 establishes the regulations concerning the operation of a gun show. 

9. Gen Bus. L § 898 establishes the requirements for the private sale or disposal of firearms, rifles and shotguns. 

10. Gen Bus. L § 396-eee establishes the penalties for unlawful sale or delivery of body vests. 

11. Executive law § 144-a establishing the criteria for eligible professions for the purchase, sale, and use of body vests. 

12. Executive law § 837 establishes the functions, powers, and duties of the division. 

  

This bill shall take effect September 1, 2022, provided to allow DCJS additional time for implementation, some sections 

will go into effect April 1, 2023. 

 

EXPLANATION--Matter in ITALICS (underscored) is new; matter in brackets [ ] is old law to be omitted. 

NOTE: I have changed the color of the deleted sections to a light gray color like this: [OLD LAW TO BE OMITTED.] 

S51001 (ACTIVE)Bill Text 

S T A T E O F N E W Y O R K 

____________________________________________________ 

Extraordinary Session 

I N S E N A T E 



July 1, 2022 

 

AN ACT to amend the penal law, the general business law, the executive law, the civil practice law and rules and the 

state finance law, in relation to licensing and other provisions relating to firearms 

 THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED IN SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

  

Section 1. The section heading and subdivisions 1, 1-a, 2, 4, 4-a, 4-b, 10 and 11 of section 400.00 of the penal law, 

subdivisions 1 and 10 as amended by chapter 1 of the laws of 2013, paragraph (c) of subdivision 1 as amended by 

chapter 60 of the laws of 2018, paragraph (j) of subdivision 1 as amended by chapter 208 of the laws of 2022, 

subdivision 1-a as added by section 2 of part N of chapter 55 of the laws of 2020, subdivision 2 as amended by chapter 

212 of the laws of 2022, subdivision 4 as amended by chapter 242 of the laws of 2019, subdivision 4-a as added by 

chapter 233 of the laws of 1980, subdivision 4-b as added by chapter 446 of the laws of 1997, paragraph (c) of 

subdivision 10 as added by chapter 212 of the laws of 2022, subdivision 11 as amended by chapter 207 of the laws of 

2022, are amended and a new subdivision 4-c is added to read as follows: [Licenses to carry, possess, repair and dispose 

of] LICENSING AND OTHER 

 PROVISIONS RELATING TO firearms. 

 1. Eligibility. No license shall be issued or renewed pursuant to this section except by the licensing officer, and then only 

after investigation and finding that all statements in a proper application for a license are true. No license shall be issued 

or renewed except or an applicant  

(a) twenty-one years of age or older, provided, however, that where such applicant has been honorably discharged from 

the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force or Coast Guard, or the National Guard of the state of New York, 

no such age restriction shall apply;  

(b) of good moral character, WHICH, FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS ARTICLE, SHALL MEAN HAVING THE ESSENTIAL 

CHARACTER, TEMPERAMENT AND JUDGEMENT NECESSARY TO BE ENTRUSTED WITH A WEAPON AND TO USE IT ONLY IN 

A MANNER THAT DOES NOT ENDANGER ONESELF OR OTHERS;  

(c) who has not been convicted anywhere of a felony or a serious offense or who is not the subject of an outstanding 

warrant of arrest issued upon the alleged commission of a felony or serious offense; (d) who is not a fugitive from 

justice;  

(e) who is not an unlawful user of or addicted to any controlled substance as defined in section 21 U.S.C. 802;  

(f) who being an alien (I) is not illegally or unlawfully in the United States or (ii) has not been admitted to the United 

States under a nonimmigrant visa subject to the exception in 18 U.S.C. 922(y)(2);  

(g) who has not been discharged from the Armed Forces under dishonorable conditions;  

(h) who, having been a citizen of the United States, has not renounced his or her citizenship;  

(I) who has stated whether he or she has ever suffered any mental illness;  

(j) who has not been involuntarily committed to a facility under the jurisdiction of an office of the department of mental 

hygiene pursuant to article nine or fifteen of the mental hygiene law, article seven hundred thirty or section 330.20 of 

the criminal procedure law OR SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR LAWS OF ANY OTHER STATE, section four hundred two or five 

hundred eight of the correction law, section 322.2 or 353.4 of the family court act, has not been civilly confined in a 

secure treatment facility pursuant to article ten of the mental hygiene law, or has not been the subject of a report made 

pursuant to section 9.46 of the mental hygiene law;  



(k) who has not had a license revoked or who is not under a suspension or ineligibility order issued pursuant to the 

provisions of section 530.14 of the criminal procedure law or section eight hundred forty-two-a of the family court act;  

(l) in the county of Westchester, who has successfully completed a firearms safety course and test as evidenced by a 

certificate of completion issued in his or her name and endorsed and affirmed under the penalties of perjury by a duly 

authorized instructor, except that:  

(I) persons who are honorably discharged from the United States army, navy, marine corps or coast guard, or of the 

national guard of the state of New York, and produce evidence of official qualification in firearms during the term of 

service are not required to have completed those hours of a firearms safety course pertaining to the safe use, carrying, 

possession, maintenance and storage of a firearm; [and]  

(ii) persons who were licensed to possess a pistol or revolver prior to the effective date of this paragraph are not 

required to have completed a firearms safety course and test, PROVIDED, HOWEVER, PERSONS WITH A LICENSE ISSUED 

UNDER PARAGRAPH (F) OF SUBDIVISION TWO OF THIS SECTION PRIOR TO THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE LAWS OF TWO 

THOUSAND TWENTY-TWO WHICH AMENDED THIS PARAGRAPH SHALL BE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE THE TRAINING 

REQUIRED BY SUBDIVISION NINETEEN OF THIS SECTION PRIOR TO THE RECERTIFICATION OF SUCH LICENSE; AND  

(III) PERSONS APPLYING FOR A LICENSE UNDER PARAGRAPH (F) OF SUBDIVISION TWO OF THIS SECTION ON OR AFTER 

THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE CHAPTER OF THE LAWS OF TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-TWO WHICH AMENDED THIS 

PARAGRAPH WHO SHALL BE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE THE TRAINING REQUIRED UNDER SUBDIVISION NINETEEN OF THIS 

SECTION FOR SUCH LICENSE; (m) who has not had a guardian appointed for him or her pursuant to any provision of state 

law, based on a determination that as a result of marked subnormal intelligence, mental illness, INCOMPETENCY, 

incapacity, condition or disease, he or she lacks the mental capacity to contract or manage his or her own affairs; [and 

(n) concerning whom no good cause exists for the denial of the license.] 

 (N) FOR A LICENSE ISSUED UNDER PARAGRAPH (F) OF SUBDIVISION TWO OF THIS SECTION, THAT THE APPLICANT HAS 

NOT BEEN CONVICTED WITHIN FIVE YEARS OF THE DATE OF THE APPLICATION OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:  

(I)ASSAULT IN THE THIRD DEGREE, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 120.00 OF THIS CHAPTER;  

(II) MISDEMEANOR DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED, AS DEFINED IN SECTION ELEVEN HUNDRED NINETY-TWO OF THE 

VEHICLE AND TRAFFIC LAW; OR  

(III) MENACING, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 120.15 OF THIS CHAPTER; AND  

(O) FOR A LICENSE ISSUED UNDER PARAGRAPH (F) OF SUBDIVISION TWO OF THIS SECTION, THE APPLICANT SHALL MEET 

IN PERSON WITH THE LICENSING OFFICER FOR AN INTERVIEW AND SHALL, IN ADDITION TO ANY OTHER INFORMATION 

OR FORMS REQUIRED BY THE LICENSE APPLICATION SUBMIT TO THE LICENSING OFFICER THE FOLLOWING 

INFORMATION: 

(I) NAMES AND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THE APPLICANT'S CURRENT SPOUSE, OR DOMESTIC PARTNER, ANY 

OTHER ADULTS RESIDING IN THE APPLICANT'S HOME, INCLUDING ANY ADULT CHILDREN OF THE APPLICANT, 

AND WHETHER OR NOT THERE ARE MINORS RESIDING, FULL TIME OR PART TIME, IN THE APPLICANT'S HOME;  

(II) NAMES AND CONTACT INFORMATION OF NO LESS THAN FOUR CHARACTER REFERENCES WHO CAN ATTEST 

TO THE APPLICANT'S GOOD MORAL CHARACTER AND THAT SUCH APPLICANT HAS NOT ENGAGED IN ANY ACTS, 

OR MADE ANY STATEMENTS THAT SUGGEST THEY ARE LIKELY TO ENGAGE IN CONDUCT THAT WOULD RESULT IN 

HARM TO THEMSELVES OR OTHERS;  

(III) CERTIFICATION OF COMPLETION OF THE TRAINING REQUIRED IN SUBDIVISION NINETEEN OF THIS SECTION;  

(IV) A LIST OF FORMER AND CURRENT SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS OF THE APPLICANT FROM THE PAST THREE 

YEARS TO CONFIRM THE INFORMATION REGARDING THE APPLICANTS CHARACTER AND CONDUCT AS REQUIRED 

IN SUBPARAGRAPH (II) OF THIS PARAGRAPH; AND  

(V) SUCH OTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED BY THE LICENSING OFFICER THAT IS REASONABLY NECESSARY AND 

RELATED TO THE REVIEW OF THE LICENSING APPLICATION. 



 1-A. No person shall engage in the business of gunsmith or dealer in firearms unless licensed pursuant to this section. 

An applicant to engage in such business shall also be a citizen of the United States, more than twenty-one years of age 

and SHALL BE REQUIRED TO maintain a place of business in the city or county where the license is issued. For such 

business, if the applicant is a firm or partnership, each member thereof shall comply with all of the requirements set 

forth in this subdivision and if the applicant is a corporation, each officer thereof shall so comply. 

 [1-a.] 1-B. For purposes of subdivision one of this section, serious offense shall include an offense in any jurisdiction or 

the former penal law that includes all of the essential elements of a serious offense as defined by subdivision seventeen 

of section 265.00 of this chapter. Nothing in this subdivision shall preclude the denial of a license based on the 

commission of, arrest for or conviction of an offense in any other jurisdiction which does not include all of the essential 

elements of a serious offense. 

 2. Types of licenses. A license for gunsmith or dealer in firearms shall be issued to engage in such business. A license for 

a semiautomatic rifle, other than an assault weapon or disguised gun, shall be issued to purchase or take possession of 

such a [firearm] SEMIAUTOMATIC RIFLE when such transfer of ownership occurs on or after the effective date of [the] 

chapter TWO HUNDRED TWELVE of the laws of two thousand twenty-two that amended this subdivision. A license for a 

pistol or revolver, other than an assault weapon or a disguised gun, shall be issued to  

(a) have and possess in his dwelling by a householder;  

(b) have and possess in his place of business by a merchant or storekeeper;  

(c) have and carry concealed while so employed by a messenger employed by a banking institution or express company;  

(d) have and carry concealed by a justice of the supreme court in the first or second judicial departments, or by a judge 

of the New York city civil court or the New York city criminal court;  

(e) have and carry concealed while so employed by a regular employee of an institution of the state, or of any county, 

city, town or village, under control of a commissioner of correction of the city or any warden, superintendent or head 

keeper of any state prison, penitentiary, workhouse, county jail or other institution for the detention of persons 

convicted or accused of crime or held as witnesses in criminal cases, provided that application is made therefor by such 

commissioner, warden, superintendent or head keeper;  

(f) have and carry concealed, without regard to employment or place of possession SUBJECT TO THE RESTRICTIONS OF 

STATE AND FEDERAL LAW, by any person [when proper cause exists for the issuance thereof]; and (g) have, possess, 

collect and carry antique pistols which are defined as follows:  

(I) any single shot, muzzle loading pistol with a matchlock, flintlock, percussion cap, or similar type of ignition system 

manufactured in or before [l898] 1898, which is not designed for using rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed 

ammunition; and  

(ii) any replica of any pistol described in clause (I) hereof if such replica[--]; 

 (1) is not designed or redesigned for using rimfire or conventional 

 centerfire fixed ammunition, or 

 (2) uses rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed ammunition which is no longer manufactured in the United States and 

which is not readily available in the ordinary channels of commercial trade. 

 4. Investigation. Before a license is issued or renewed, there shall be an investigation of all statements required in the 

application by the duly constituted police authorities of the locality where such application is made, including but not 

limited to such records as may be accessible to the division of state police or division of criminal justice services 

pursuant to section 400.02 of this article. For that purpose, the records of the appropriate office of the department of 

mental hygiene concerning previous or present mental illness of the applicant shall be available for inspection by the 

investigating officer of the police authority. Where the applicant is domiciled in a foreign state, the investigation shall 

include inquiry of the foreign state for records concerning the previous or present mental illness of the applicant, and, to 

the extent necessary for inspection by the investigating officer, the applicant shall execute a waiver of confidentiality of 

such record in such form as may be required by the foreign state. In order to ascertain any previous criminal record, the 

investigating officer shall take the fingerprints and physical descriptive data in quadruplicate of each individual by whom 



the application is signed and verified. Two copies of such fingerprints shall be taken on standard fingerprint cards eight 

inches square, and one copy may be taken on a card supplied for that purpose by the federal bureau of investigation; 

provided, however, that in the case of a corporate applicant that has already been issued a dealer in firearms license and 

seeks to operate a firearm dealership at a second or subsequent location, the original fingerprints on file may be used to 

ascertain any criminal record in the second or subsequent application unless any of the corporate officers have changed 

since the prior application, in which case the new corporate officer shall comply with procedures governing an initial 

application for such license. When completed, one standard card shall be forwarded to and retained by the division of 

criminal justice services in the executive department, at Albany. A search of the files of such division and written 

notification of the results of the search SHALL BE FORWARDED to the investigating officer AND shall be made without 

unnecessary delay. Thereafter, such division shall notify the licensing officer and the executive department, division of 

state police, Albany, of any criminal record of the applicant filed therein subsequent to the search of its files. A second 

standard card, or the one supplied by the federal bureau of investigation, as the case may be, shall be forwarded to that 

bureau at Washington with a request that the files of the bureau be searched and notification of the results of the 

search be made to the investigating police authority. Of the remaining two fingerprint cards, one shall be filed with the 

executive department, division of state police, Albany, within ten days after issuance of the license, and the other SHALL 

remain on file with the investigating police authority. No such fingerprints may be inspected by any person other than a 

peace officer, who is acting pursuant to his or her special duties, or a police officer, except on order of a judge or justice 

of a court of record either upon notice to the licensee or without notice, as the judge or justice may deem appropriate. 

Upon completion of the investigation, the police authority shall report the results to the licensing officer without 

unnecessary delay. 

 4-a. APPEALS FROM DENIAL OF AN APPLICATION, RENEWAL, RECERTIFICATION OR LICENSE REVOCATION. IF AN 

APPLICATION FOR A LICENSE IS DENIED, NOT RENEWED, NOT RECERTIFIED, OR REVOKED, THE LICENSING OFFICER SHALL 

ISSUE A WRITTEN NOTICE TO THE APPLICANT SETTING FORTH THE REASONS FOR SUCH DENIAL. AN APPLICANT MAY, 

WITHIN NINETY DAYS OF RECEIPT OF SUCH NOTICE, REQUEST A HEARING TO APPEAL THE DENIAL TO THE APPEALS 

BOARD CREATED BY THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES AND THE SUPERINTENDENT OF STATE POLICE. AN 

INDIVIDUAL MAY BE REPRESENTED BY COUNSEL AT ANY APPEARANCE BEFORE THE APPEALS BOARD AND SHALL BE 

AFFORDED AN OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT OF THEIR APPLICATION. THE 

COMMISSIONER OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES AND THE SUPERINTENDENT OF STATE POLICE SHALL PROMULGATE 

RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING SUCH APPEALS PROCESS. 

 4-B. Processing of license applications. Applications for licenses shall be accepted for processing by the licensing officer 

at the time of presentment. Except upon written notice to the applicant specifically stating the reasons for any delay, in 

each case the licensing officer shall act upon any application for a license pursuant to this section within six months of 

the date of presentment of such an application to the appropriate authority. Such delay may only be for good cause and 

with respect to the applicant. In acting upon an application, the licensing officer shall either deny the application for 

reasons specifically and concisely stated in writing or grant the application and issue the license applied for. 

 [4-b.] 4-C. Westchester county firearms safety course certificate. In the county of Westchester, at the time of 

application, the licensing officer to which the license application is made shall provide a copy of the safety course 

booklet to each license applicant. Before such license is issued, such licensing officer shall require that the applicant 

submit a certificate of successful completion of a firearms safety course and test issued in his or her name and endorsed 

and affirmed under the penalties of perjury by a duly authorized instructor. 

 10. License: expiration, certification and renewal. (a) Any license for gunsmith or dealer in firearms and, in the city of 

New York, any license to carry or possess a pistol or revolver, issued at any time pursuant to this section or prior to the 

first day of July, nineteen hundred sixty-three and not limited to expire on an earlier date fixed in the license, shall, 

EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH (D) OF THIS SUBDIVISION, expire not more than three years after the 

date of issuance. In the counties of Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester, any license to carry or possess a pistol or revolver, 

issued at any time pursuant to this section or prior to the first day of July, nineteen hundred sixty-three and not limited 

to expire on an earlier date fixed in the license, shall expire not more than five years after the date of issuance; however, 



in the county of Westchester, any such license shall be certified prior to the first day of April, two thousand, in 

accordance with a schedule to be contained in regulations promulgated by the commissioner of the division of criminal 

justice services, and every such license shall, EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH (D) OF THIS 

SUBDIVISION, be recertified every five years thereafter. For purposes of this section certification shall mean that the 

licensee shall provide to the licensing officer the following information only: current name, date of birth, current 

address, and the make, model, cabler and serial number of all firearms currently possessed. Such certification 

information shall be filed by the licensing officer in the same manner as an amendment. Elsewhere than in the city of 

New York and the counties of Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester, any license to carry or possess a pistol or revolver, 

issued at any time pursuant to this section or prior to the first day of July, nineteen hundred sixty-three and not 

previously revoked or cancelled, shall be in force and effect until revoked as herein provided. Any license not previously 

cancelled or revoked shall remain in full force and effect for thirty days beyond the stated expiration date on such 

license. Any application to renew a license that has not previously expired, been revoked or cancelled shall thereby 

extend the term of the license until disposition of the application by the licensing officer. In the case of a license for 

gunsmith or dealer in firearms, in counties having a population of less than two hundred thousand inhabitants, 

photographs and fingerprints shall be submitted on original applications and upon renewal thereafter [only] at [six] 

Three-year intervals. Upon satisfactory proof that a currently valid original license has been despoiled, lost or otherwise 

removed from the possession of the licensee and upon application containing an additional photograph of the licensee, 

the licensing officer shall issue a duplicate license. 

 (b) All licensees shall be recertified to the division of state police every five years thereafter, EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE 

PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH (D) OF THIS SUBDIVISION. Any license issued before the effective date of the chapter of the 

laws of two thousand thirteen which added this paragraph shall be recertified by the licensee on or before January 

thirty-first, two thousand eighteen, and not less than one year prior to such date, the state police shall send a notice to 

all license holders who have not recertified by such time. Such recertification shall be in a form as approved by the 

superintendent of state police, which shall request the license holder's name, date of birth, gender, race, residential 

address, social security number, firearms possessed by such license holder, email address at the option of the license 

holder and an affirmation that such license holder is not prohibited from possessing firearms. The form may be in an 

electronic form if so designated by the superintendent of state police. Failure to recertify shall act as a revocation of 

such license. If the New York state police discover as a result of the recertification process that a licensee failed to 

provide a change of address, the New York state police shall not require the licensing officer to revoke such license. 

  

 (c) A license to purchase or take possession of a semiautomatic rifle as defined in subdivision two of this section shall be 

recertified to the applicable licensing officer every five years following the issuance of such license. Failure to renew 

such a license shall be a violation punishable by a fine not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars, and such failure to renew 

shall be considered by the licensing officer when reviewing future license applications by the license holder pursuant to 

this chapter. 

 (D) LICENSES ISSUED UNDER PARAGRAPH (F) OF SUBDIVISION TWO OF THIS SECTION SHALL BE RECERTIFIED OR 

RENEWED IN THE SAME FORM AND MANNER AS OTHERWISE REQUIRED BY THIS SUBDIVISION, PROVIDED HOWEVER, 

THAT SUCH LICENSES SHALL BE RECERTIFIED OR RENEWED EVERY THREE YEARS FOLLOWING THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH 

LICENSE. FOR LICENSES ISSUED PRIOR TO THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS PARAGRAPH THAT WERE ISSUED MORE THAN 

THREE YEARS PRIOR TO SUCH DATE, OR WILL EXPIRE IN LESS THAN ONE YEAR FROM SUCH DATE SHALL BE RECERTIFIED 

OR RENEWED WITHIN ONE YEAR OF SUCH DATE. 

 11. License: revocation and suspension. (a) The conviction of a licensee anywhere of a felony or serious offense or a 

licensee at any time becoming ineligible to obtain a license [under this section shall opiate as], INCLUDING ENGAGING IN 

CONDUCT THAT WOULD HAVE RESULTED IN THE DENIAL OF A LICENSE, UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL OPERATE AS OR BE 

GROUNDS FOR, a revocation of the license. A license may be revoked or suspended as provided for in section 530.14 of 

the criminal procedure law or section eight hundred forty-two-a of the family court act. Except for a license issued 



pursuant to section 400.01 of this article, a license may be revoked and cancelled at any time in the city of New York, 

and in the counties of Nassau and Suffolk, by the licensing officer, and elsewhere than in the city of New York by any 

judge or justice of a court of record; a license issued pursuant to section 400.01 of this article may be revoked and 

cancelled at any time by the licensing officer or any judge or justice of a court of record. A license to engage in the 

business of dealer may be revoked or suspended for any violation of the provisions of article thirty-nine-BB of the 

general business law. The official revoking a license shall give written notice thereof without unnecessary delay to the 

executive department, division of state police, 

 Albany, and shall also notify immediately the duly constituted police authorities of the locality. THE LICENSING OFFICER 

SHALL REVOKE ANY LICENSE ISSUED IN WHICH AN APPLICANT KNOWINGLY MADE A MATERIALLY FALSE STATEMENT ON 

THE APPLICATION. NOTICE OF A REVOCATION UNDER THIS SUBDIVISION SHALL BE ISSUED IN WRITING AND SHALL 

INCLUDE THE BASIS FOR THE DETERMINATION, WHICH SHALL BE SUPPORTED BY A PREPONDERANCE OF THE EVIDENCE. 

SUCH NOTICE SHALL ALSO INCLUDE INFORMATION REGARDING THE ABILITY TO APPEAL SUCH DECISION IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH SUBDIVISION FOUR-A OF THIS SECTION. 

 (b) Whenever the director of community services or his or her designee makes a report pursuant to section 9.46 of the 

mental hygiene law, the division of criminal justice services shall convey such information, whenever it determines that 

the person named in the report possesses a license issued pursuant to this section, to the appropriate licensing official, 

who shall issue an order suspending or revoking such license.  

(c) In any instance in which a person’s license is suspended or revoked under paragraph (a) or (b) of this subdivision, 

such person shall surrender such license to the appropriate licensing official and any and all firearms, rifles, or shotguns 

owned or possessed by such person shall be surrendered to an appropriate law enforcement agency as provided in 

subparagraph (f) of paragraph one of subdivision a of section 265.20 of this chapter. In the event such license, firearm, 

shotgun, or rifle is not surrendered, such items shall be removed and declared a nuisance and any police officer or peace 

officer acting pursuant to his or her special duties is authorized to remove any and all such weapons. 

 § 2. Section 837 of the executive law is amended by adding a new subdivision 23 to read as follows: 

 23. (A) IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE STATE POLICE, PROMULGATE POLICIES AND 

PROCEDURES WITH REGARD TO STANDARDIZATION OF FIREARMS SAFETY TRAINING REQUIRED UNDER SUBDIVISION 

NINETEEN OF SECTION 400.00 OF THE PENAL LAW, WHICH SHALL INCLUDE THE APPROVAL OF COURSE MATERIALS AND 

PROMULGATION OF PROFICIENCY STANDARDS FOR LIVE FIRE TRAINING; AND (B) IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 

SUPERINTENDENT OF STATE POLICE, CREATE AN APPEALS BOARD FOR THE PURPOSE OF HEARING APPEALS AS 

PROVIDED IN SUBDIVISION FOUR-A OF SECTION 400.00 OF THE PENAL LAW AND PROMULGATE RULES AND 

REGULATIONS GOVERNING SUCH APPEALS. 

 § 3. The executive law is amended by adding a new section 235 to read as follows: 

 § 235. FIREARMS SAFETY TRAINING, AND LICENSING APPEALS.  

1. THE SUPERINTENDENT SHALL, IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE COMMISSIONER OF THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

SERVICES, PROMULGATE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES WITH REGARD TO STANDARDIZATION OF FIREARMS SAFETY 

TRAINING REQUIRED UNDER SUBDIVISION NINETEEN OF SECTION 400.00 OF THE PENAL LAW, WHICH SHALL INCLUDE 

THE APPROVAL OF COURSE MATERIALS AND THE PROMULGATION OF PROFICIENCY STANDARDS FOR LIVE FIRE 

TRAINING. 

 2. THE SUPERINTENDENT, IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE COMMISSIONER OF THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

SERVICES, SHALL CREATE AN APPEALS BOARD FOR THE PURPOSE OF HEARING APPEALS AS PROVIDED IN SUBDIVISION 

FOUR-A OF SECTION 400.00 OF THE PENAL LAW AND PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING SUCH 

APPEALS. 

 § 4. The penal law is amended by adding a new section 265.01-e to read as follows: 

 § 265.01-E CRIMINAL POSSESSION OF A FIREARM, RIFLE OR SHOTGUN IN A SENSITIVE LOCATION.  

1. A PERSON IS GUILTY OF CRIMINAL POSSESSION OF A FIREARM, RIFLE OR SHOTGUN IN A SENSITIVE LOCATION WHEN 



SUCH PERSON POSSESSES A FIREARM, RIFLE OR SHOTGUN IN OR UPON A SENSITIVE LOCATION, AND SUCH PERSON 

KNOWS OR REASONABLY SHOULD KNOW SUCH LOCATION IS A SENSITIVE LOCATION.  

2. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, A SENSITIVE LOCATION SHALL MEAN: 

 (A) ANY PLACE OWNED OR UNDER THE CONTROL OF FEDERAL, STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION, INCLUDING COURTS; 

 (B) ANY LOCATION PROVIDING HEALTH, BEHAVIORAL HEALTH, OR CHEMICAL DEPENDENCE CARE OR SERVICES;  

 (C) ANY PLACE OF WORSHIP OR RELIGIOUS OBSERVATION; 

 (D) LIBRARIES, PUBLIC PLAYGROUNDS, PUBLIC PARKS, AND ZOOS;  

 (E) THE LOCATION OF ANY PROGRAM LICENSED, REGULATED, CERTIFIED, FUNDED, OR APPROVED BY THE OFFICE OF 

CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES THAT PROVIDES SERVICES TO CHILDREN, YOUTH, OR YOUNG ADULTS, ANY LEGALLY 

EXEMPT CHILDCARE PROVIDER; A CHILDCARE PROGRAM FOR WHICH A PERMIT TO OPERATE SUCH PROGRAM HAS BEEN 

ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE PURSUANT TO THE HEALTH CODE OF THE CITY OF NEW 

YORK;  

 (F) NURSERY SCHOOLS, PRESCHOOLS, AND SUMMER CAMPS; 

 (G) THE LOCATION OF ANY PROGRAM LICENSED, REGULATED, CERTIFIED, OPERATED, OR FUNDED BY THE OFFICE FOR 

PEOPLE WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES; 

 (H) THE LOCATION OF ANY PROGRAM LICENSED, REGULATED, CERTIFIED, OPERATED, OR FUNDED BY OFFICE OF 

ADDICTION SERVICES AND SUPPORTS;  

 (I) THE LOCATION OF ANY PROGRAM LICENSED, REGULATED, CERTIFIED, OPERATED, OR FUNDED BY THE OFFICE OF 

MENTAL HEALTH;  

 (J) THE LOCATION OF ANY PROGRAM LICENSED, REGULATED, CERTIFIED, OPERATED, OR FUNDED BY THE OFFICE OF 

TEMPORARY AND DISABILITY ASSISTANCE;  

 (K) HOMELESS SHELTERS, RUNAWAY HOMELESS YOUTH SHELTERS, FAMILY SHELTERS, SHELTERS FOR ADULTS, 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SHELTERS, AND EMERGENCY SHELTERS, AND RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS FOR VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC 

VIOLENCE;  

 (L) RESIDENTIAL SETTINGS LICENSED, CERTIFIED, REGULATED, FUNDED, OR OPERATED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 

HEALTH;  

 (M) IN OR UPON ANY BUILDING OR GROUNDS, OWNED OR LEASED, OF ANY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, COLLEGES 

AND UNIVERSITIES, LICENSED PRIVATE CAREER SCHOOLS, SCHOOL DISTRICTS, PUBLIC SCHOOLS, PRIVATE SCHOOLS 

LICENSED UNDER ARTICLE ONE HUNDRED ONE OF THE EDUCATION LAW, CHARTER SCHOOLS, NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 

BOARD OF COOPERATIVE EDUCATIONAL SERVICES, SPECIAL ACT SCHOOLS, PRESCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATION 

PROGRAMS, PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL OR NON-RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS FOR THE EDUCATION OF STUDENTS WITH 

DISABILITIES, AND ANY STATE-OPERATED OR STATE-SUPPORTED SCHOOLS;  

 (N) ANY PLACE, CONVEYANCE, OR VEHICLE USED FOR PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION OR PUBLIC TRANSIT, SUBWAY CARS, 

TRAIN CARS, BUSES, FERRIES, RAILROAD, OMNIBUS, MARINE OR AVIATION TRANSPORTATION; OR ANY FACILITY USED 

FOR OR IN CONNECTION WITH SERVICE IN THE TRANSPORTATION OF PASSENGERS, AIRPORTS, TRAIN STATIONS, 

SUBWAY AND RAIL STATIONS, AND BUS TERMINALS;  

 (O) ANY ESTABLISHMENT ISSUED A LICENSE FOR ON-PREMISE CONSUMPTION PURSUANT TO ARTICLE FOUR, FOUR-A, 

FIVE, OR SIX OF THE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL LAW WHERE ALCOHOL IS CONSUMED AND ANY ESTABLISHMENT 

LICENSED UNDER ARTICLE FOUR OF THE CANNABIS LAW FOR ON-PREMISE CONSUMPTION;  

 (P) ANY PLACE USED FOR THE PERFORMANCE, ART ENTERTAINMENT, GAMING, OR SPORTING EVENTS SUCH AS 

THEATERS, STADIUMS, RACETRACKS, MUSEUMS, AMUSEMENT PARKS, PERFORMANCE VENUES, CONCERTS, EXHIBITS, 

CONFERENCE CENTERS, BANQUET HALLS, AND GAMING FACILITIES AND VIDEO LOTTERY TERMINAL FACILITIES AS 

LICENSED BY THE GAMING COMMISSION;  

 (Q) ANY LOCATION BEING USED AS A POLLING PLACE;  

 (R) ANY PUBLIC SIDEWALK OR OTHER PUBLIC AREA RESTRICTED FROM GENERAL PUBLIC ACCESS FOR A LIMITED TIME 

OR SPECIAL EVENT THAT HAS BEEN ISSUED A PERMIT FOR SUCH TIME OR EVENT BY A GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY, OR 

SUBJECT TO SPECIFIC, HEIGHTENED LAW ENFORCEMENT PROTECTION, OR HAS OTHERWISE HAD SUCH ACCESS 

RESTRICTED BY A GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY, PROVIDED SUCH LOCATION IS IDENTIFIED AS SUCH BY CLEAR AND 



CONSPICUOUS SIGNAGE;  

 (S) ANY GATHERING OF INDIVIDUALS TO COLLECTIVELY EXPRESS THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS TO PROTEST OR 

ASSEMBLE;  

 (T) THE AREA COMMONLY KNOWN AS TIMES SQUARE, AS SUCH AREA IS DETERMINED AND IDENTIFIED BY THE CITY OF 

NEW YORK; PROVIDED SUCH AREA SHALL BE CLEARLY AND CONSPICUOUSLY IDENTIFIED WITH SIGNAGE.  

3. THIS SECTION SHALL NOT APPLY TO: 

 (A) CONSISTENT WITH FEDERAL LAW, LAW ENFORCEMENT WHO QUALIFY TO CARRY UNDER THE FEDERAL LAW 

ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS SAFETY ACT, 18 U.S.C. 926C; 

 (B) PERSONS WHO ARE POLICE OFFICERS AS DEFINED IN SUBDIVISION THIRTY-FOUR OF SECTION 1.20 OF THE CRIMINAL 

PROCEDURE LAW; 

 (C) PERSONS WHO ARE DESIGNATED PEACE OFFICERS BY SECTION 2.10 OF THE CRIMINAL PROCEDURE LAW; 

 (D) PERSONS WHO WERE EMPLOYED AS POLICE OFFICERS AS DEFINED IN SUBDIVISION THIRTY-FOUR OF SECTION 1.20 

OF THE CRIMINAL PROCEDURE LAW BUT ARE RETIRED; 

 (E) SECURITY GUARDS AS DEFINED BY AND REGISTERED UNDER ARTICLE SEVEN-A OF THE GENERAL BUSINESS LAW, 

WHO HAVE BEEN GRANTED A SPECIAL ARMED REGISTRATION CARD, WHILE AT THE LOCATION OF THEIR EMPLOYMENT 

AND DURING THEIR WORK HOURS AS SUCH A SECURITY GUARD; 

 (F) ACTIVE-DUTY MILITARY PERSONNEL; 

 (G) PERSONS LICENSED UNDER PARAGRAPH (C), (D) OR (E) OF SUBDIVISION TWO OF SECTION 400.00 OF THIS CHAPTER 

WHILE IN THE COURSE OF HIS OR HER OFFICIAL DUTIES; 

 (H) A GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE UNDER THE EXPRESS WRITTEN CONSENT OF SUCH EMPLOYEE’S SUPERVISING 

GOVERNMENT ENTITY FOR THE PURPOSES OF NATURAL RESOURCE PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT; 

 (I) PERSONS LAWFULLY ENGAGED IN HUNTING ACTIVITY, INCLUDING HUNTER EDUCATION TRAINING; OR 

 (J) PERSONS OPERATING A PROGRAM IN A SENSITIVE LOCATION OUT OF THEIR RESIDENCE, AS DEFINED BY THIS 

SECTION, WHICH IS LICENSED, CERTIFIED, AUTHORIZED, OR FUNDED BY THE STATE OR A MUNICIPALITY, SO LONG AS 

SUCH POSSESSION IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH ANY RULES OR REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO THE OPERATION OF SUCH 

PROGRAM AND USE OR STORAGE OF FIREARMS. CRIMINAL POSSESSION OF A FIREARM, RIFLE OR SHOTGUN IN A 

SENSITIVE LOCATION IS A CLASS E FELONY. 

 § 5. The penal law is amended by adding a new section 265.01-d to read as follows: 

 § 265.01-D CRIMINAL POSSESSION OF A WEAPON IN A RESTRICTED LOCATION. 

 1. A PERSON IS GUILTY OF CRIMINAL POSSESSION OF A WEAPON IN A RESTRICTED LOCATION WHEN SUCH PERSON 

POSSESSES A FIREARM, RIFLE, OR SHOTGUN AND ENTERS INTO OR REMAINS ON OR IN PRIVATE PROPERTY WHERE SUCH 

PERSON KNOWS OR REASONABLY SHOULD KNOW THAT THE OWNER OR LESSEE OF SUCH PROPERTY HAS NOT 

PERMITTED SUCH POSSESSION BY CLEAR AND CONSPICUOUS SIGNAGE INDICATING THAT THE CARRYING OF FIREARMS, 

RIFLES, OR SHOTGUNS ON THEIR PROPERTY IS PERMITTED OR HAS OTHERWISE GIVEN EXPRESS CONSENT. 

 2. THIS SECTION SHALL NOT APPLY TO: 

 (A) POLICE OFFICERS AS DEFINED IN SECTION 1.20 OF THE CRIMINAL PROCEDURE LAW; 

 (B) PERSONS WHO ARE DESIGNATED PEACE OFFICERS AS DEFINED IN SECTION 2.10 OF THE CRIMINAL PROCEDURE LAW; 

 (C) PERSONS WHO WERE EMPLOYED AS POLICE OFFICERS AS DEFINED IN SECTION 1.20 OF THE CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

LAW, BUT ARE RETIRED; 



 (D) SECURITY GUARDS AS DEFINED BY AND REGISTERED UNDER ARTICLE SEVEN-A OF THE GENERAL BUSINESS LAW 

WHO HAS BEEN GRANTED A SPECIAL ARMED REGISTRATION CARD, WHILE AT THE LOCATION OF THEIR EMPLOYMENT 

AND DURING THEIR WORK HOURS AS SUCH A SECURITY GUARD; 

 (E) ACTIVE-DUTY MILITARY PERSONNEL; 

 (F) PERSONS LICENSED UNDER PARAGRAPH (C), (D) OR (E) OF SUBDIVISION TWO OF SECTION 400.00 OF THIS CHAPTER 

WHILE IN THE COURSE OF HIS OR HER OFFICIAL DUTIES; OR 

 (G) PERSONS LAWFULLY ENGAGED IN HUNTING ACTIVITY. 

 CRIMINAL POSSESSION OF A WEAPON IN A RESTRICTED LOCATION IS A CLASS E FELONY. 

 § 6. Subdivision a of section 265.20 of the penal law is amended by adding a new paragraph 3-a to read as follows: 

 3-A. POSSESSION OF A PISTOL OR REVOLVER BY A PERSON UNDERGOING LIVE FIRE RANGE TRAINING PURSUANT TO 

SECTION 400.00 OF THIS CHAPTER WHILE SUCH PERSON IS UNDERGOING SUCH TRAINING AND IS SUPERVISED BY A 

DULY AUTHORIZED INSTRUCTOR. 

 § 7. Section 400.02 of the penal law, as amended by chapter 244 of the laws of 2019, is amended to read as follows: 

 § 400.02 Statewide license and record database.  

 1. There shall be a statewide license and record database which shall be created and maintained by the division of state 

police the cost of which shall not be borne by any municipality. Records assembled or collected for purposes of inclusion 

in such database shall not be subject to disclosure pursuant to article six of the public officer’s law. [Records] ALL 

RECORDS containing granted license applications FROM ALL LICENSING AUTHORITIES shall be [periodically] MONTHLY 

checked by the division of criminal justice services IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE DIVISION OF STATE POLICE against 

criminal conviction, CRIMINAL INDICTMENT, mental health, EXTREME RISK PROTECTION ORDERS, ORDERS OF 

PROTECTION, and all other records as are necessary to determine their continued accuracy as well as whether an 

individual is no longer a valid license holder. The division of criminal justice services shall also check pending applications 

made pursuant to this article against such records to determine whether a license may be granted. All state AND LOCAL 

agencies shall cooperate with the division of criminal justice services, as otherwise authorized by law, in making their 

records available for such checks. The division of criminal justice services, upon determining that an individual is 

ineligible to possess a license, or is no longer a valid license holder, shall notify the applicable licensing official of such 

determination and such licensing official shall not issue a license or SHALL revoke such license and any weapons owned 

or possessed by such individual shall be removed consistent with the provisions of subdivision eleven of section 400.00 

of this article. Local and state law enforcement shall have access to such database in the performance of their duties. 

Records assembled or collected for purposes of inclusion in the database established by this section shall be released 

pursuant to a court order. 

 2. THERE SHALL BE A STATEWIDE LICENSE AND RECORD DATABASE SPECIFIC FOR AMMUNITION SALES WHICH SHALL BE 

CREATED AND MAINTAINED BY THE DIVISION OF STATE POLICE THE COST OF WHICH SHALL NOT BE BORNE BY ANY 

MUNICIPALITY NO LATER THAN THIRTY DAYS UPON DESIGNATING THE DIVISION OF STATE POLICE AS THE POINT OF 

CONTACT TO PERFORM BOTH FIREARM AND AMMUNITION BACKGROUND CHECKS UNDER FEDERAL AND STATE LAW. 

RECORDS ASSEMBLED OR COLLECTED FOR PURPOSES OF INCLUSION IN SUCH DATABASE SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO 

DISCLOSURE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE SIX OF THE PUBLIC OFFICERS LAW. ALL RECORDS CONTAINING GRANTED LICENSE 

APPLICATIONS FROM ALL LICENSING AUTHORITIES SHALL BE MONTHLY CHECKED BY THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

SERVICES IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE DIVISION OF STATE POLICE AGAINST CRIMINAL CONVICTION, CRIMINAL 

INDICTMENTS, MENTAL HEALTH, EXTREME RISK PROTECTION ORDERS, ORDERS OF PROTECTION, AND ALL OTHER 

RECORDS AS ARE NECESSARY TO DETERMINE THEIR CONTINUED ACCURACY AS WELL AS WHETHER AN INDIVIDUAL IS 

NO LONGER A VALID LICENSE HOLDER. THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES SHALL ALSO CHECK PENDING 

APPLICATIONS MADE PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE AGAINST SUCH RECORDS TO DETERMINE WHETHER A LICENSE MAY 

BE GRANTED. ALL STATE AND LOCAL AGENCIES SHALL COOPERATE WITH THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES, 

AS OTHERWISE AUTHORIZED BY LAW, IN MAKING THEIR RECORDS AVAILABLE FOR SUCH CHECKS. NO LATER THAN 



THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE STATE POLICE CERTIFIES THAT THE STATEWIDE LICENSE AND RECORD 

DATABASE ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION AND THE STATEWIDE LICENSE AND RECORD DATABASE 

ESTABLISHED FOR AMMUNITION SALES ARE OPERATIONAL FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, A DEALER IN 

FIREARMS LICENSED PURSUANT TO SECTION 400.00 OF THIS ARTICLE, A SELLER OF AMMUNITION AS DEFINED IN 

SUBDIVISION TWENTY-FOUR OF SECTION 265.00 OF THIS CHAPTER SHALL NOT TRANSFER ANY AMMUNITION TO ANY 

OTHER PERSON WHO IS NOT A DEALER IN FIREARMS AS DEFINED IN SUBDIVISION NINE OF SUCH SECTION 265.00 OR A 

SELLER OF AMMUNITION AS DEFINED IN SUBDIVISION TWENTY-FOUR OF SECTION 265.00 OF THIS CHAPTER, UNLESS: 

 (A) BEFORE THE COMPLETION OF THE TRANSFER, THE LICENSEE OR SELLER CONTACTS THE STATEWIDE LICENSE AND 

RECORD DATABASE AND PROVIDES THE DATABASE WITH INFORMATION SUFFICIENT TO IDENTIFY SUCH DEALER OR 

SELLER TRANSFEREE BASED ON INFORMATION ON THE TRANSFEREE'S IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENT AS DEFINED IN 

PARAGRAPH (C) OF THIS SUBDIVISION, AS WELL AS THE AMOUNT, CALIBER, MANUFACTURER'S NAME AND SERIAL 

NUMBER, IF ANY, OF SUCH AMMUNITION;  

 (B) THE LICENSEE OR SELLER IS PROVIDED WITH A UNIQUE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER; AND  

 (C) THE TRANSFEROR HAS VERIFIED THE IDENTITY OF THE TRANSFEREE BY EXAMINING A VALID STATE IDENTIFICATION 

DOCUMENT OF THE TRANSFEREE ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES OR IF THE TRANSFEREE IS NOT A 

RESIDENT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, A VALID IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENT ISSUED BY THE TRANSFEREE'S STATE OR 

COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE CONTAINING A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE TRANSFEREE. 

 § 8. Subdivisions 2 and 6 of section 400.03 of the penal law, as added by chapter 1 of the laws of 2013, are amended to 

read as follows: 

 2. Any seller of ammunition or dealer in firearms shall keep [a record book] EITHER AN ELECTRONIC RECORD, OR 

DATASET, OR AN ORGANIZED COLLECTION OF STRUCTURED INFORMATION, OR DATA, TYPICALLY STORED 

ELECTRONICALLY IN A COMPUTER SYSTEM approved as to form by the superintendent of state police. In the record 

[book] shall be entered at the time of every transaction involving ammunition the date, name, age, occupation and 

residence of any person from whom ammunition is received or to whom ammunition is delivered, and the amount, 

caliber, manufacturer’s name and serial number, or if none, any other distinguishing number or identification mark on 

such ammunition. [The record book shall be maintained on the premises mentioned and described in the license and 

shall be open at all reasonable hours for inspection by any peace officer, acting pursuant to his or her special duties, or 

police officer. Any record produced pursuant to this section and any transmission thereof to any government agency 

shall not be considered a public record for purposes of article six of the public officer’s law.] 

 6. If the superintendent of state police certifies that background checks of ammunition purchasers may be conducted 

through the national instant criminal background check system OR THROUGH THE DIVISION OF STATE POLICE ONCE THE 

DIVISION HAS BEEN DESIGNATED POINT OF CONTACT, use of that system by a dealer or seller shall be sufficient to 

satisfy subdivisions four and five of this section and such checks shall be conducted through such system, provided that 

a record of such transaction shall be forwarded to the state police in a form determined by the superintendent. 

 § 9. Section 265.45 of the penal law, as amended by chapter 133 of the laws of 2019, is amended to read as follows: 

 § 265.45 Failure to safely store rifles, shotguns, and firearms in the first degree. 

 1. No person who owns or is custodian of a rifle, shotgun or firearm who resides with an individual who: (i) is under 

[sixteen] EIGHTEEN years of age; (ii) such person knows or has reason to know is prohibited from possessing a rifle, 

shotgun or firearm pursuant to a temporary or final extreme risk protection order issued under article sixty-three-A of 

the civil practice law and rules or 18 U.S.C. § 922(g) (1), (4), (8) or (9); or (iii) such person knows or has reason to know is 

prohibited from possessing a rifle, shotgun or firearm based on a conviction for a felony or a serious offense, shall store 

or otherwise leave such rifle, shotgun or firearm out of his or her immediate possession or control without having first 

securely locked such rifle, shotgun or firearm in an appropriate safe storage depository or rendered it incapable of being 

fired by use of a gun locking device appropriate to that weapon. 



 2. NO PERSON SHALL STORE OR OTHERWISE LEAVE A RIFLE, SHOTGUN, OR FIREARM OUT OF HIS OR HER IMMEDIATE 

POSSESSION OR CONTROL INSIDE A VEHICLE WITHOUT FIRST REMOVING THE AMMUNITION FROM AND SECURELY 

LOCKING SUCH RIFLE, SHOTGUN, OR FIREARM IN AN APPROPRIATE SAFE STORAGE DEPOSITORY OUT OF SIGHT FROM 

OUTSIDE OF THE VEHICLE. 

 3. For purposes of this section "safe storage depository" shall mean a safe or other secure container which, when 

locked, is incapable of being opened without the key, KEYPAD, combination or other unlocking mechanism and is 

capable of preventing an unauthorized person from obtaining access to and possession of the weapon contained therein 

AND SHALL BE FIRE, IMPACT, AND TAMPER RESISTANT. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to affect, impair or 

supersede any special or local act relating to the safe storage of rifles, shotguns or firearms which impose additional 

requirements on the owner or custodian of such weapons. FOR THE PURPOSES OF SUBDIVISION TWO OF THIS SECTION, 

A GLOVE COMPARTMENT OR GLOVE BOX SHALL NOT BE CONSIDERED AN APPROPRIATE SAFE STORAGE DEPOSITORY. 

 4. It shall not be a violation of this section to allow a person less than [sixteen] EIGHTEEN years of age access to: (I) a 

firearm, rifle or shotgun for lawful use as authorized under paragraph seven or seven-e of subdivision a of section 

265.20 of this article, or (ii) a rifle or shotgun for lawful use as authorized by article eleven of the environmental 

conservation law when such person less than [sixteen] EIGHTEEN years of age is the holder of a hunting license or permit 

and such rifle or shotgun is used in accordance with such law.  

 Failure to safely store rifles, shotguns, and firearms in the first degree is a class A misdemeanor. 

 § 10. The penal law is amended by adding a new section 400.30 to read as follows: 

 § 400.30 APPLICATION. 

 NOTHING IN THIS ARTICLE SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO IMPAIR OR IN ANY WAY PREVENT THE ENACTMENT OR 

APPLICATION OF ANY LOCAL LAW, CODE, ORDINANCE, RULE OR REGULATION THAT IS MORE RESTRICTIVE THAN ANY 

REQUIREMENT SET FORTH IN OR ESTABLISHED BY THIS ARTICLE.  

§ 11. Section 270.20 of the penal law, as added by chapter 56 of the laws of 1984, and subdivision 1 as amended by 

chapter 317 of the laws of 2001, is amended to read as follows: 

 § 270.20 Unlawful wearing of [a] body [vest] ARMOR. 1. A person is guilty of the unlawful wearing of [a] body [vest] 

ARMOR when acting either alone or with one or more other persons he commits any violent felony offense defined in 

section 70.02 while possessing a firearm, rifle or shotgun and in the course of and in furtherance of such crime he OR 

SHE wears [a] body [vest] ARMOR. 2. For the purposes of this section [a] "body [vest] ARMOR" means [a bullet-resistant 

soft body armor providing, as a minimum standard, the level of protection known as threat level I which shall mean at 

least seven layers of bullet-resistant material providing protection from three shots of one hundred fifty-eight grain lead 

ammunition fired from a .38 caliber handgun at a velocity of eight hundred fifty feet per second] ANY PRODUCT THAT IS 

A PERSONAL PROTECTIVE BODY COVERING INTENDED TO PROTECT AGAINST GUNFIRE, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER SUCH 

PRODUCT IS TO BE WORN ALONE OR IS SOLD AS A COMPLEMENT TO ANOTHER PRODUCT OR GARMENT. 

 The unlawful wearing of [a] body [vest] ARMOR is a class E felony.  

 § 12. Section 270.21 of the penal law, as added by chapter 210 of the laws of 2022, is amended to read as follows: 

 § 270.21 Unlawful purchase of [a] body [vest] ARMOR. A person is guilty of the unlawful purchase of [a] body [vest] 

ARMOR when, not being engaged or employed in an eligible profession, they knowingly purchase or take possession of 

[a] body [vest] ARMOR, as such term is defined in subdivision two of section 270.20 of this article. 

 This section shall not apply to individuals or entities engaged or employed in eligible professions, which shall include 

police officers as defined in section 1.20 of the criminal procedure law, peace officers as defined in section 2.10 of the 

criminal procedure law, persons in military service in the state of New York or military or other service for the United 

States, and such other professions designated by the department of state in accordance with section one hundred forty-

four-a of the executive law 



Unlawful purchase of [a] body [vest] ARMOR is a class A misdemeanor for a first offense and a class E felony for any 

subsequent offense. 

 § 13. Section 270.22 of the penal law, as added by chapter 210 of the laws of 2022, is amended to read as follows: 

 § 270.22 Unlawful sale of [a] body [vest] ARMOR. A person is guilty of the unlawful sale of [a] body [vest] ARMOR when 

they sell, exchange, give or dispose of [a] body [vest] ARMOR, as such term is defined in subdivision two of section 

270.20 of this article, to an individual whom they know or reasonably should have known is not engaged or employed in 

an eligible profession, as such term is defined in section 270.21 of this article. 

 Unlawful sale of [a] body [vest] ARMOR is a class A misdemeanor for the first offense and a class E felony for any 

subsequent offense. 

 § 14. Section 396-eee of the general business law, as added by chapter 210 of the laws of 2022, is amended to read as 

follows: 

 § 396-eee. Unlawful sale or delivery of body [vests] ARMOR. 1. No person, firm or corporation shall sell or deliver body 

[vests] ARMOR to any individual or entity not engaged or employed in an eligible profession, and except as provided in 

subdivision [three] TWO of this section, no such sale or delivery shall be permitted unless the transferee meets in person 

with the transferor to accomplish such sale or delivery. 

 2. The provisions of subdivision one of this section regarding in person sale or delivery shall not apply to purchases 

made by FEDERAL, state, or local government agencies for the purpose of furnishing such body [vests] ARMOR to 

employees in eligible professions. 

 3. For the purposes of this section, "body [vest] ARMOR" shall have the same meaning as defined in subdivision two of 

section 270.20 of the penal law. 

 4. Any person, firm or corporation that violate the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a violation punishable by a 

fine in an amount not to exceed five thousand dollars for the first offense and in an amount not to exceed ten thousand 

dollars for any subsequent offense. 

 § 15. Section 144-a of the executive law, as added by chapter 210 of the laws of 2022, is amended to read as follows: 

 § 144-a. Eligible professions for the purchase, sale, and use of body [vests] ARMOR. The secretary of state in 

consultation with the division of criminal justice services, the division of homeland security and emergency services, the 

department of corrections and community supervision, the division of the state police, and the office of general services 

shall promulgate rules and regulations to establish criteria for eligible professions requiring the use of [a] body [vest] 

ARMOR, as such term is defined in subdivision two of section 270.20 of the penal law. Such professions shall include 

those in which the duties may expose the individual to serious physical injury that may be prevented or mitigated by the 

wearing of [a] body [vest] ARMOR. Such rules and regulations shall also include a process by which an individual or 

entity may request that the profession in which they engage be added to the list of eligible professions, a process by 

which the department shall approve such professions, and a process by which individuals and entities may present proof 

of engagement in eligible professions when purchasing [a] body [vest] ARMOR. 

 § 16. The executive law is amended by adding a new section 228 to read as follows: 

 § 228. NATIONAL INSTANT CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS.  

1. (A) THE DIVISION IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED AND DIRECTED TO SERVE AS A STATE POINT OF CONTACT FOR 

IMPLEMENTATION OF 18 U.S.C. SEC. 922 (T), ALL FEDERAL REGULATIONS AND APPLICABLE GUIDELINES ADOPTED 

PURSUANT THERETO, AND THE NATIONAL INSTANT CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK SYSTEM FOR THE PURCHASE OF 

FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION. 

 (B) UPON RECEIVING A REQUEST FROM A LICENSED DEALER PURSUANT TO SECTION EIGHT HUNDRED NINETY-SIX OR 

EIGHT HUNDRED NINETY-EIGHT OF THE GENERAL BUSINESS LAW, THE DIVISION SHALL INITIATE A BACKGROUND CHECK 



BY (I) CONTACTING THE NATIONAL INSTANT CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK SYSTEM (NICS) OR ITS SUCCESSOR TO 

INITIATE A NATIONAL INSTANT CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK, AND (II) CONSULTING THE STATEWIDE FIREARMS 

LICENSE AND RECORDS DATABASE ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION THREE OF THIS SECTION, IN ORDER TO 

DETERMINE IF THE PURCHASER IS A PERSON DESCRIBED IN SECTIONS 400.00 AND 400.03 OF THE PENAL LAW, OR IS 

PROHIBITED BY STATE OR FEDERAL LAW FROM POSSESSING, RECEIVING, OWNING, OR PURCHASING A FIREARM OR 

AMMUNITION. 

 2. (A) THE DIVISION SHALL REPORT THE NAME, DATE OF BIRTH AND PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF ANY PERSON 

PROHIBITED FROM POSSESSING A FIREARM PURSUANT TO 18 U.S.C. SEC. 922(G) OR (N) TO THE NATIONAL INSTANT 

CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK SYSTEM INDEX, DENIED PERSONS FILES. 

 (B) INFORMATION PROVIDED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION SHALL REMAIN PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL, AND SHALL 

NOT BE DISCLOSED, EXCEPT FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENFORCING FEDERAL OR STATE LAW REGARDING THE PURCHASE OF 

FIREARMS OR AMMUNITION. 

 (C) ANY BACKGROUND CHECK CONDUCTED BY THE DIVISION, OR DELEGATED AUTHORITY, OF ANY APPLICANT FOR A 

PERMIT, FIREARMS IDENTIFICATION CARD LICENSE, AMMUNITION SALE, OR REGISTRATION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 

REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 400.00 OF THE PENAL LAW, SHALL NOT BE CONSIDERED A PUBLIC RECORD AND SHALL NOT 

BE DISCLOSED TO ANY PERSON NOT AUTHORIZED BY LAW OR THIS CHAPTER TO HAVE ACCESS TO SUCH BACKGROUND 

CHECK, INCLUDING THE APPLICANT. ANY APPLICATION FOR A PERMIT, FIREARMS IDENTIFICATION CARD, AMMUNITION 

SALE, OR LICENSE, AND ANY DOCUMENT REFLECTING THE ISSUANCE OR DENIAL OF SUCH PERMIT, FIREARMS 

IDENTIFICATION CARD, OR LICENSE, AND ANY PERMIT, FIREARMS IDENTIFICATION CARD, LICENSE, CERTIFICATION, 

CERTIFICATE, FORM OF REGISTER, OR REGISTRATION STATEMENT, MAINTAINED BY ANY STATE OR MUNICIPAL 

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY, SHALL NOT BE CONSIDERED A PUBLIC RECORD AND SHALL NOT BE DISCLOSED TO ANY 

PERSON NOT AUTHORIZED BY LAW TO HAVE ACCESS TO SUCH DOCUMENTATION, INCLUDING THE APPLICANT, EXCEPT 

ON THE REQUEST OF PERSONS ACTING IN THEIR GOVERNMENTAL CAPACITIES FOR PURPOSES OF THE ADMINISTRATION 

OF JUSTICE. 

 3. THE DIVISION SHALL CREATE AND MAINTAIN A STATEWIDE FIREARMS LICENSE AND RECORDS DATABASE WHICH 

SHALL CONTAIN RECORDS HELD BY THE DIVISION AND ANY RECORDS THAT IT IS AUTHORIZED TO REQUEST FROM THE 

DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES, OFFICE OF COURT ADMINISTRATION, NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 

HEALTH, NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF MENTAL HEALTH, AND OTHER LOCAL ENTITIES. SUCH DATABASE SHALL BE USED 

FOR THE CERTIFICATION AND RECERTIFICATION OF FIREARM PERMITS UNDER SECTION 400.02 OF THE PENAL LAW, 

ASSAULT WEAPON REGISTRATION UNDER SUBDIVISION SIXTEEN-A OF SECTION 400.00 OF THE PENAL LAW, AND 

AMMUNITION SALES UNDER SECTION 400.03 OF THE PENAL LAW. SUCH DATABASE SHALL ALSO BE USED TO INITIATE A 

NATIONAL INSTANT CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION ONE OF THIS SECTION UPON REQUEST 

FROM A LICENSED DEALER. THE DIVISION MAY CREATE AND MAINTAIN ADDITIONAL DATABASES AS NEEDED TO 

COMPLETE BACKGROUND CHECKS PURSUANT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SECTION. 

 4. THE SUPERINTENDENT SHALL PROMULGATE A PLAN TO COORDINATE BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR FIREARM AND 

AMMUNITION PURCHASES PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION AND TO REQUIRE ANY PERSON, FIRM OR CORPORATION THAT 

SELLS, DELIVERS OR OTHERWISE TRANSFERS ANY FIREARM OR AMMUNITION TO SUBMIT A REQUEST TO THE DIVISION 

IN ORDER TO COMPLETE THE BACKGROUND CHECKS IN COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL AND STATE LAW, INCLUDING THE 

NATIONAL INSTANT CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK SYSTEM (NICS), IN NEW YORK STATE. SUCH PLAN SHALL INCLUDE, 

BUT SHALL NOT BE LIMITED TO, THE FOLLOWING FEATURES: (A) THE CREATION OF A CENTRALIZED BUREAU WITHIN THE 

DIVISION TO RECEIVE AND PROCESS ALL BACKGROUND CHECK REQUESTS, WHICH SHALL INCLUDE A CONTACT CENTER 

UNIT AND AN APPEALS UNIT. STAFF MAY INCLUDE BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO: BUREAU CHIEF, SUPERVISORS, MANAGERS, 

DIFFERENT LEVELS OF ADMINISTRATIVE ANALYSTS, APPEALS SPECIALISTS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL. THE 

DIVISION SHALL EMPLOY AND TRAIN SUCH PERSONNEL TO ADMINISTER THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION. 

 (B) PROCEDURES FOR CARRYING OUT THE DUTIES UNDER THIS SECTION, INCLUDING HOURS OF OPERATION. 



 (C) AN AUTOMATED PHONE SYSTEM AND WEB-BASED APPLICATION SYSTEM, INCLUDING A TOLL-FREE TELEPHONE 

NUMBER AND/OR WEB-BASED APPLICATION OPTION FOR ANY LICENSED DEALER REQUESTING A BACKGROUND CHECK 

IN ORDER TO SELL, DELIVER OR OTHERWISE TRANSFER A FIREARM WHICH SHALL BE OPERATIONAL EVERY DAY THAT THE 

BUREAU IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS FOR THE PURPOSE OF RESPONDING TO REQUESTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS 

SECTION. 

 5. (A) EACH LICENSED DEALER THAT SUBMITS A REQUEST FOR A NATIONAL INSTANT CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK 

PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION SHALL PAY A FEE IMPOSED BY THE BUREAU FOR PERFORMING SUCH BACKGROUND CHECK. 

SUCH FEE SHALL BE ALLOCATED TO THE BACKGROUND CHECK FUND ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO SECTION NINETY-

NINE-PP OF THE STATE FINANCE LAW. THE AMOUNT OF THE FEE SHALL NOT EXCEED THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF DIRECT 

AND INDIRECT COSTS INCURRED BY THE BUREAU IN PERFORMING SUCH BACKGROUND CHECK. 

 (B) THE BUREAU SHALL TRANSMIT ALL MONEYS COLLECTED PURSUANT TO THIS PARAGRAPH TO THE STATE 

COMPTROLLER, WHO SHALL CREDIT THE SAME TO THE BACKGROUND CHECK FUND. 

 6. ON JANUARY FIFTEENTH OF EACH CALENDAR YEAR, THE BUREAU SHALL SUBMIT A REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE 

TEMPORARY PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY CONCERNING:  

 A. THE NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES USED BY THE BUREAU IN THE PRECEDING YEAR FOR THE PURPOSE OF PERFORMING 

BACKGROUND CHECKS PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION; 

 B. THE NUMBER OF BACKGROUND CHECK REQUESTS RECEIVED AND PROCESSED DURING THE PRECEDING CALENDAR 

YEAR, INCLUDING THE NUMBER OF “PROCEED” RESPONSES AND THE NUMBER AND REASONS FOR DENIALS; 

 C. THE CALCULATIONS USED TO DETERMINE THE AMOUNT OF THE FEE IMPOSED PURSUANT TO THIS PARAGRAPH. 

 7. WITHIN SIXTY DAYS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION, THE SUPERINTENDENT SHALL NOTIFY EACH LICENSED 

DEALER HOLDING A PERMIT TO SELL FIREARMS OF THE REQUIREMENT TO SUBMIT A REQUEST TO THE DIVISION TO 

INITIATE A BACKGROUND CHECK PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION AS WELL AS THE FOLLOWING MEANS TO BE USED TO 

APPLY FOR BACKGROUND CHECKS: 

 I. ANY PERSON, FIRM OR CORPORATION THAT SELLS, DELIVERS OR OTHERWISE TRANSFERS FIREARMS SHALL OBTAIN A 

COMPLETED ATF 4473 FORM FROM THE POTENTIAL BUYER OR TRANSFEREE INCLUDING NAME, DATE OF BIRTH, 

GENDER, RACE, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER, OR OTHER IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS OF SUCH POTENTIAL BUYER OR 

TRANSFEREE AND SHALL HAVE INSPECTED PROPER IDENTIFICATION INCLUDING AN IDENTIFICATION CONTAINING A 

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE POTENTIAL BUYER OR TRANSFEREE. 

 II. IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON, IN CONNECTION WITH THE SALE, ACQUISITION OR ATTEMPTED 

ACQUISITION OF A FIREARM FROM ANY TRANSFEROR, TO WILLFULLY MAKE ANY FALSE, FICTITIOUS ORAL OR WRITTEN 

STATEMENT OR TO FURNISH OR EXHIBIT ANY FALSE, FICTITIOUS, OR MISREPRESENTED IDENTIFICATION THAT IS 

INTENDED OR LIKELY TO DECEIVE SUCH TRANSFEROR WITH RESPECT TO ANY FACT MATERIAL TO THE LAWFULNESS OF 

THE SALE OR OTHER DISPOSITION OF SUCH FIREARM UNDER FEDERAL OR STATE LAW. ANY PERSON WHO VIOLATES THE 

PROVISIONS OF THIS SUBPARAGRAPH SHALL BE GUILTY OF A CLASS A MISDEMEANOR. 

 8. ANY POTENTIAL BUYER OR TRANSFEREE SHALL HAVE THIRTY DAYS TO APPEAL THE DENIAL OF A BACKGROUND 

CHECK, USING A FORM ESTABLISHED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT. UPON RECEIPT OF AN APPEAL, THE DIVISION SHALL 

PROVIDE SUCH APPLICANT A REASON FOR A DENIAL WITHIN THIRTY DAYS. UPON RECEIPT OF THE REASON FOR DENIAL, 

THE APPELLANT MAY APPEAL TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

 § 17. Subdivision 2 of section 898 of the general business law, as added by chapter 129 of the laws of 2019, is amended 

to read as follows: 

 2. Before any sale, exchange or disposal pursuant to this article, a national instant criminal background check must be 

completed by a dealer who [consents] SHALL SUBMIT A REQUEST TO THE DIVISION OF STATE POLICE PURSUANT TO 

SECTION TWO HUNDRED TWENTY-EIGHT OF THE EXECUTIVE LAW to conduct such check[, and upon completion of such 



background check, shall complete a document, the form of which shall be approved by the superintendent of state 

police, that identifies and confirms that such check was performed]. Before a dealer who [consents] HAS SUBMITTED A 

REQUEST TO THE DIVISION OF STATE POLICE to conduct a national instant criminal background check delivers a firearm, 

rifle or shotgun to any person, either (a) NICS SHALL HAVE issued a "proceed" response [to the dealer], or (b) thirty 

calendar days shall have elapsed since the date the dealer [contacted] SUBMITTED A REQUEST TO THE DIVISION OF 

STATE POLICE TO CONTACT THE NICS to initiate a national instant criminal background check and NICS has not notified 

the [dealer] DIVISION OF STATE POLICE that the transfer of the firearm, rifle or shotgun to such person should be 

denied. 

 § 18. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 1 of section 896 of the general business law, as added by chapter 189 of the laws of 

2000, is amended to read as follows: 

 (c) COORDINATE WITH THE DIVISION OF STATE POLICE TO provide access at the gun show to [a firearm dealer licensed 

under federal law who is authorized to] perform a national instant criminal background check [where the seller or 

transferor of a firearm, rifle or shotgun is not authorized to conduct such a check by (I) requiring firearm exhibitors who 

are firearm dealers licensed under federal law and who are authorized to conduct a national instant criminal background 

check to provide such a check at cost or (ii) designating a specific location at the gun show where a firearm dealer 

licensed under federal law who is authorized to conduct a national instant criminal background check will be present to 

perform such a check at cost] PRIOR TO ANY FIREARM SALE OR TRANSFER. Any firearm dealer licensed under federal law 

who [performs] SUBMITS A REQUEST TO THE DIVISION OF STATE POLICE TO PERFORM a national instant criminal 

background check pursuant to this paragraph shall provide the seller or transferor of the firearm, rifle or shotgun with a 

copy of the United States Department of Treasury, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms Form ATF F 4473 and such 

dealer shall maintain such form and make such form available for inspection by law enforcement agencies for a period 

of ten years thereafter. 

 § 19. Subdivision 6 of section 400.03 of the penal law, as added by chapter 1 of the laws of 2013, is amended to read as 

follows: 

 6. If the superintendent of state police certifies that background checks of ammunition purchasers may be conducted 

through the national instant criminal background check system, [use of that system by] a dealer or seller SHALL 

CONTACT THE DIVISION OF STATE POLICE TO CONDUCT SUCH CHECK WHICH shall be sufficient to satisfy subdivisions 

four and five of this section [and such checks shall be conducted through such system, provided that a record of such 

transaction shall be forwarded to the state police in a form determined by the superintendent]. 

 § 20. The penal law is amended by adding a new section 400.06 to read as follows: 

 § 400.06 NATIONAL INSTANT CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS. 

 1. ANY DEALER IN FIREARMS THAT SELLS, DELIVERS OR OTHERWISE TRANSFERS ANY FIREARM SHALL CONTACT THE 

DIVISION OF STATE POLICE TO CONDUCT A NATIONAL INSTANT CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK PURSUANT TO SECTION 

TWO HUNDRED TWENTY-EIGHT OF THE EXECUTIVE LAW. 

 2. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SECTION IS A CLASS A MISDEMEANOR. 

 § 21. The state finance law is amended by adding a new section 99-pp to read as follows: 

 § 99-PP. BACKGROUND CHECK FUND. 1. THERE IS HEREBY ESTABLISHED IN THE JOINT CUSTODY OF THE STATE 

COMPTROLLER AND COMMISSIONER OF TAXATION AND FINANCE A SPECIAL FUND TO BE KNOWN AS THE 

"BACKGROUND CHECK FUND". 

 2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSIST OF ALL REVENUES RECEIVED BY THE COMPTROLLER, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF 

SECTION TWO HUNDRED TWENTY-EIGHT OF THE EXECUTIVE LAW AND ALL OTHER MONEYS APPROPRIATED THERETO 

FROM ANY OTHER FUND OR SOURCE PURSUANT TO LAW. NOTHING CONTAINED IN THIS SECTION SHALL PREVENT THE 



STATE FROM RECEIVING GRANTS, GIFTS OR BEQUESTS FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE FUND AS DEFINED IN THIS SECTION 

AND DEPOSITING THEM INTO THE FUND ACCORDING TO LAW. 

 3. THE MONEYS OF THE BACKGROUND CHECK FUND, FOLLOWING APPROPRIATION BY THE LEGISLATURE, SHALL BE 

ALLOCATED FOR THE DIRECT COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH PERFORMING BACKGROUND CHECKS PURSUANT TO SECTION 

TWO HUNDRED TWENTY-EIGHT OF THE EXECUTIVE LAW. 

 4. THE STATE COMPTROLLER MAY INVEST ANY MONEYS IN THE BACKGROUND CHECK FUND NOT EXPENDED FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF THIS SECTION AS PROVIDED BY LAW THE STATE COMPTROLLER SHALL CREDIT ANY INTEREST AND INCOME 

DERIVED FROM THE DEPOSIT AND INVESTMENT OF MONEYS IN THE BACKGROUND CHECK FUND TO THE BACKGROUND 

CHECK FUND. 

 5. (A) ANY UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED MONEYS REMAINING IN THE BACKGROUND CHECK FUND AT THE END 

OF A FISCAL YEAR SHALL REMAIN IN THE BACKGROUND CHECK FUND AND SHALL NOT BE CREDITED TO ANY OTHER 

FUND. 

 (B) TO THE EXTENT PRACTICABLE, ANY SUCH REMAINING FUNDS SHALL BE USED TO REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF THE FEE 

DESCRIBED IN SUBDIVISION TWO OF SECTION TWO HUNDRED TWENTY-EIGHT OF THE EXECUTIVE LAW. 

 § 22. Subdivision 19 of section 265.00 of the penal law, as amended by chapter 150 of the laws of 2020, is amended to 

read as follows: 

 19. "Duly authorized instructor" means (a) a duly commissioned officer of the United States army, navy, marine corps or 

coast guard, or of the national guard of the state of New York; or (b) a duly qualified adult citizen of the United States 

who has been granted a certificate as an instructor in small arms practice issued by the United States army, navy or 

marine corps, or by the adjutant general of this state, OR BY THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES, or by the 

national rifle association of America, a not-for-profit corporation duly organized under the laws of this state; (c) by a 

person duly qualified and designated by the department of environmental conservation [under paragraph c of 

subdivision three of section 11-0713 of the environmental conservation law] as its agent in the giving of instruction and 

the making of certifications of qualification in responsible hunting practices; or (d) a New York state 4-H certified 

shooting sports instructor. 

 § 23. Subdivision 18 of section 400.00 of the penal law, as added by chapter 135 of the laws of 2019, is amended and a 

new subdivision 19 is added to read as follows: 

 18. Notice. Upon the issuance of a license, the licensing officer shall issue therewith, AND SUCH LICENSEE SHALL ATTEST 

TO THE RECEIPT OF, the following [notice] INFORMATION AND NOTIFICATIONS: (A) THE GROUNDS FOR WHICH THE 

LICENSE ISSUED MAY BE REVOKED, WHICH SHALL INCLUDE BUT NOT BE LIMITED TO THE AREAS AND LOCATIONS FOR 

WHICH THE LICENSES ISSUED UNDER PARAGRAPH (F) OF SUBDIVISION TWO OF THIS SECTION PROHIBITS THE 

POSSESSION OF FIREARMS, RIFLES, AND SHOTGUNS, AND THAT A CONVICTION UNDER SECTIONS 265.01-D AND 265.01-

E OF THIS CHAPTER ARE FELONIES FOR WHICH LICENSURE WILL BE REVOKED; 

 (B) A NOTIFICATION REGARDING THE REQUIREMENTS FOR SAFE STORAGE WHICH SHALL BE in conspicuous and legible 

twenty-four-point type on eight and one-half inches by eleven inches paper stating in bold print the follow- 

 in: 

 WARNING: RESPONSIBLE FIREARM STORAGE IS THE LAW IN NEW YORK STATE. WHEN STORED IN A HOME FIREARMS, 

RIFLES, OR SHOTGUNS MUST EITHER BE STORED WITH A GUN LOCKING DEVICE OR IN A SAFE STORAGE DEPOSITORY OR 

NOT BE LEFT OUTSIDE THE IMMEDIATE POSSESSION AND CONTROL OF THE OWNER OR OTHER LAWFUL POSSESSOR IF A 

CHILD UNDER THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN RESIDES IN THE HOME OR IS PRESENT, OR IF THE OWNER OR POSSESSOR RESIDES 

WITH A PERSON PROHIBITED FROM POSSESSING A FIREARM UNDER STATE OR FEDERAL LAW. FIREARMS SHOULD BE 

STORED [UNLOADED AND LOCKED] BY REMOVING THE AMMUNITION FROM AND SECURELY LOCKING SUCH FIREARM IN 

A LOCATION SEPARATE FROM AMMUNITION. LEAVING FIREARMS ACCESSIBLE TO A CHILD OR OTHER PROHIBITED 



PERSON MAY SUBJECT YOU TO IMPRISONMENT, FINE, OR BOTH. WHEN STORED IN A VEHICLE OUTSIDE THE OWNER'S 

IMMEDIATE POSSESSION OR CONTROL, FIREARMS, RIFLES, AND SHOTGUNS MUST BE STORED IN AN APPROPRIATE SAFE 

STORAGE DEPOSITORY AND OUT OF SIGHT FROM OUTSIDE OF THE VEHICLE. 

 (C) ANY OTHER INFORMATION NECESSARY TO ENSURE SUCH LICENSEE IS AWARE OF THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES AS A 

LICENSE HOLDER. 

 Nothing in this subdivision shall be deemed to affect, impair or supersede any special or local law relating to providing 

notice regarding the safe storage of rifles, shotguns or firearms. 

 19. PRIOR TO THE ISSUANCE OR RENEWAL OF A LICENSE UNDER PARAGRAPH (F) OF SUBDIVISION TWO OF THIS 

SECTION, ISSUED OR RENEWED ON OR AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SUBDIVISION, AN APPLICANT SHALL 

COMPLETE AN IN-PERSON LIVE FIREARMS SAFETY COURSE CONDUCTED BY A DULY AUTHORIZED INSTRUCTOR WITH 

CURRICULUM APPROVED BY THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES AND THE SUPERINTENDENT OF STATE 

POLICE, AND MEETING THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS: 

 (A) A MINIMUM OF SIXTEEN HOURS OF IN-PERSON LIVE CURRICULUM APPROVED BY THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL 

JUSTICE SERVICES AND THE SUPERINTENDENT OF STATE POLICE, CONDUCTED BY A DULY AUTHORIZED INSTRUCTOR 

APPROVED BY THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES, AND SHALL INCLUDE BUT NOT BE LIMITED TO THE 

FOLLOWING TOPICS: 

 (I) GENERAL FIREARM SAFETY;  

(II) SAFE STORAGE REQUIREMENTS AND GENERAL SECURE STORAGE BEST PRACTICES;  

(III) STATE AND FEDERAL GUN LAWS; (IV) SITUATIONAL AWARENESS;  

(V) CONFLICT DE-ESCALATION; (VI) BEST PRACTICES WHEN ENCOUNTERING LAW ENFORCEMENT; (VII) THE STATUTORILY 

DEFINED SENSITIVE PLACES IN SUBDIVISION TWO OF SECTION 265.01-E OF THIS CHAPTER AND THE RESTRICTIONS ON 

POSSESSION ON RESTRICTED PLACES UNDER SECTION 265.01-D OF THIS CHAPTER; (VIII) CONFLICT MANAGEMENT;  

(IX) USE OF DEADLY FORCE; (X) SUICIDE PREVENTION; AND  

(XI) THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF MARKSMANSHIP; AND (B) A MINIMUM OF TWO HOURS OF A LIVE-FIRE RANGE TRAINING 

COURSE. THE APPLICANT SHALL BE REQUIRED TO DEMONSTRATE PROFICIENCY BY SCORING A MINIMUM OF EIGHTY 

PERCENT CORRECT ANSWERS ON A WRITTEN TEST FOR THE CURRICULUM UNDER PARAGRAPH (A) OF THIS SUBDIVISION 

AND THE PROFICIENCY LEVEL DETERMINED BY THE RULES AND REGULATIONS PROMULGATED BY THE DIVISION OF 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES AND THE SUPERINTENDENT OF STATE POLICE FOR THE LIVE-FIRE RANGE TRAINING UNDER 

PARAGRAPH (B) OF THIS SUBDIVISION. UPON DEMONSTRATION OF SUCH PROFICIENCY, A CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION 

SHALL BE ISSUED TO SUCH APPLICANT IN THE APPLICANT’S NAME AND ENDORSED AND AFFIRMED UNDER THE 

PENALTIES OF PERJURY BY SUCH DULY AUTHORIZED INSTRUCTOR. AN APPLICANT REQUIRED TO COMPLETE THE 

TRAINING REQUIRED HEREIN PRIOR TO RENEWAL OF A LICENSE ISSUED PRIOR TO THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 

SUBDIVISION SHALL ONLY BE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE SUCH TRAINING FOR THE FIRST RENEWAL OF SUCH LICENSE 

AFTER SUCH EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 § 24. Subdivisions 11 and 12 of section 265.00 of the penal law are amended to read as follows: 

 11. "Rifle" means a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder and 

designed or redesigned and made or remade to use the energy of the explosive [in a fixed metallic cartridge] to fire only 

a single projectile through a rifled bore for each single pull of the trigger USING EITHER: (A) FIXED METALLIC CARTRIDGE; 

OR (B) EACH PROJECTILE AND EXPLOSIVE CHARGE ARE LOADED INDIVIDUALLY FOR EACH SHOT DISCHARGED. IN 

ADDITION TO COMMON, MODERN USAGE, RIFLES INCLUDE THOSE USING OBSOLETE AMMUNITION NOT COMMONLY 

AVAILABLE IN COMMERCIAL TRADE, OR THAT LOAD THROUGH THE MUZZLE AND FIRE A SINGLE PROJECTILE WITH EACH 

DISCHARGE, OR LOADING, INCLUDING MUZZLE LOADING RIFLES, FLINTLOCK RIFLES, AND BLACK POWDER RIFLES. 

 12. "Shotgun" means a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder 

and designed or redesigned and made or remade to use the energy of the explosive [in a fixed shogun shell] to fire 

through a smooth OR RIFLED bore either a number of ball shot or a single projectile for each single pull of the trigger 

USING EITHER: (A) A FIXED SHOTGUN SHELL; OR (B) A PROJECTILE OR NUMBER OF BALL SHOT AND EXPLOSIVE CHARGE 



ARE LOADED INDIVIDUALLY FOR EACH SHOT DISCHARGED. IN ADDITION TO COMMON, MODERN USAGE, SHOTGUNS 

INCLUDE THOSE USING OBSOLETE AMMUNITION NOT COMMONLY AVAILABLE IN COMMERCIAL TRADE, OR THAT LOAD 

THROUGH THE MUZZLE AND FIRES BALL SHOT WITH EACH DISCHARGE, OR LOADING, INCLUDING MUZZLE LOADING 

SHOTGUNS, FLINTLOCK SHOTGUNS, AND BLACK POWDER SHOTGUNS. 

 § 25. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this act shall be adjudged by any court of competent 

jurisdiction to be invalid, the judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined 

in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph or section thereof directly involved in the controversy in which the 

judgment shall have been rendered. 

 § 26. This act shall take effect on the first of September next succeeding the date on which it shall have become a law; 

provided, however: 

 (a) the amendments to subdivision 1 and subdivision 4-b of section 400.00 of the penal law made by section one of this 

act shall apply only to licenses for which an application is made on or after the effective date of this act; 

 (b) if chapter 208 of the laws of 2022 shall not have taken effect on or before such date then the amendments made to 

paragraph (j) of subdivision one of section 400.00 of the penal law made by section one of this act shall take effect on 

the same date and in the same manner as such chapter of the laws of 2022, takes effect; 

 (c) the amendments to sections 270.20, 270.21 and 270.22 of the penal law made by sections eleven, twelve and 

thirteen of this act, the amendments to section 396-eee of the general business law as amended by section fourteen of 

this act, and the amendments to section 144-a of the executive law as amended by section fifteen of this act, shall take 

effect on the same date and in the same manner as chapter 210 of the laws of 2022, takes effect; 

 (d) if chapter 207 of the laws of 2022 shall not have taken effect on or before such date then the amendments to 

subdivision 11 of section 400.00 of the penal law made by section one of this act shall take effect on the same date and 

in the same manner as such chapter of the laws of 2022, takes effect; 

 (e) if chapter 212 of the laws of 2022 shall not have taken effect on or before such date then the amendments to 

subdivision 2 of section 400.00 of the penal law made by section one of this act shall take effect on the same date and in 

the same manner as such chapter of the laws of 2022, takes effect; 

 (f) sections sixteen, seventeen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty, twenty-one and twenty-two shall take effect July 15, 2023; 

and 

 (g) subdivision 4-a of section 400.00 of the penal law, as amended by section one of this act, shall take effect April 1, 

2023. 

 


