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As New York works to imple-
ment its brand-new gun laws, 
the ranks of people heading to 
local county clerks’ offices to ap-
ply for handgun permits has ris-
en sharply, and gun-rights sup-
porters are generally displeased 
with the legislative changes.

The Orange County Sheriff’s 
Office, which does the required 
fingerprinting for handgun per-
mits, has seen a dramatic jump 
in an already-rising trend.

“We’ve had a heavy influx 
that developed over the years,” 
Orange County Undersheriff 
Kenneth Jones, said. A decade 
ago, the office fingerprinted 
about 40 people per month for 
handgun permits. Starting in 
2008, the number jumped to 150 
or so per month. 

Now, Jones said, “we’ve 
been doing around 150 or 200 

a week.”
Orange County clerk’s fig-

ures show that applications 
ranged from 162 applications 
per month to 254 per month for 
the first 11 months of 2012; in 
December, the number rose to 
380. Between Jan. 2 and Jan. 24, 
there were 516 applications.

Jones attributes the spike in 
applications to politicians’ state-
ments following recent mass 
shootings.

“I think people look at it as, 
the government is going to in-
fringe on their rights, so they 
try to get in before the law 
changes,” Jones said.

Orange County is implement-
ing an appointment system for 
permit fingerprinting. Sullivan 
County has already switched to 
appointments for handgun per-
mits – they’re booked through 
Feb. 1, said County Clerk Dan 
Briggs – and they’ve had to 

print up “several batches” of 
paperwork to accommodate the 
rush.

“We’re absolutely inundated,” 
he said.

Local politicians are banging 
the drum against the new laws. 

On Tuesday, the Town of 
Deerpark unanimously adopted 
a resolution demanding the re-
peal of the NY SAFE Act, and 
is sending copies to other mu-
nicipalities across the state that 
have requested them.

In Ulster County, 42 people 
spoke before the Ulster Coun-
ty Legislature on Tuesday be-
fore an overflow crowd to voice 
their opposition to the new gun 
laws.

On Sunday morning, Hudson 
Valley People In Support of The 
Second Amendment will hold a 
pancake breakfast and a rally at 
the Accord Fire Company. 

Assemblywoman Annie Rab-
bitt, R,I,C-Greenwood Lake, 
who voted against NY-SAFE, 
continued her criticisms of Cuo-
mo’s law on Wednesday and said 
she’ll keep pushing for repeal.
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