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WASHINGTON — Congressional 
Democrats are reintroducing 
legislation to ban assault weap-
ons but the measure faces long 
odds even after last month’s 
mass school shooting in New-
town, Conn.

The measure being unveiled 
Thursday is authored by Demo-
cratic Sen. Dianne Feinstein of 
California, who wrote the origi-
nal assault weapons ban. That 
law expired in 2004 when Con-
gress refused to renew it under 
pressure from the National Rifle 
Association

Her new measure, which goes 
further than the now-lapsed 1994 
law she authored, would prohib-
it the sale, import and manufac-
ture of more than 150 weapons 
– including the Bushmaster rifle 
model used in the Connecticut 
school shootings – and ammuni-
tion magazines that can accept 
more than 10 rounds.

Those who legally own assault 
weapons would be allowed to 
keep them. Buyers of currently 
owned assault weapons would be 
subject to criminal background 
checks.

“We have tried to recognize the 
right of a citizen to legally pos-
sess a weapon,” Feinstein said at 
a Capitol Hill press conference, 
standing alongside a display of 
assault weapons. “No weapon is 
taken from anyone. The purpose 
is to dry up the supply of these 
weapons over time.”

Although Feinstein dropped 
the idea of requiring owners of 
assault weapons to register their 
firearms, her proposal quickly 
drew criticism from the National 
Rifle Association and its allies in 
Congress.

“Sen. Feinstein has been try-
ing to ban guns from law-abiding 
citizens for decades,” the NRA 
said in a statement. “It’s disap-
pointing but not surprising that 
she is once again focused on cur-
tailing the Constitution instead 
of prosecuting criminals or fix-
ing our broken mental health 
system. The American people 
know gun bans do not work and 
we are confident Congress will 
reject Sen. Feinstein’s wrong-
headed approach.”

“We need to have a serious 
conversation about how to keep 
guns out of the hands of crimi-
nals and the seriously mentally 
ill,” she said in a news release. 
“The legislation that was re-
cently enacted does not address 
those concerns and our commu-
nities will not be safer until Al-
bany agrees to have an open and 
honest conversation addressing 
the root problems of violence in 
our society.”

At Fernwood Firearms in 
Hankins, at the northwest cor-
ner of Sullivan County, owner 
John Kielbasa said he’ll prob-
ably close up shop and move – 
maybe across the river to Penn-
sylvania, maybe to Texas. 

“It’s putting me out of busi-
ness,” he said of New York’s 
new gun law. He estimates that 
roughly 70 percent of his busi-
ness is selling semi-automatic 
rifles, including AR-15 types.

On Jan. 10, he headed to Las 
Vegas for the annual Shot Show, 
a firearms expo, and returned 
to the business he built with his 
nest egg on Jan. 18, after Cuo-
mo’s law passed.

“I left a booming business,” 
Kielbasa said. “I came back to 
nothing.”

Elsewhere, ammo stocks in 
popular calibers are taking a 
hit.

Shelves were low on boxes of 
ammunition – especially hand-
gun ammo including 9 mm – at 
Gander Mountain and Dick’s 
Sporting Goods in the Town of 
Wallkill on Wednesday, with 
some calibers sold out. Dick’s 
had signs up saying that cus-
tomers would be limited to six 
boxes because of the increased 
demand. 

Although there have been re-
ports of law enforcement en-

countering ammunition short-
ages from suppliers elsewhere 
in the country, local police agen-
cies haven’t had that problem.

The new laws have George 
Rogero of Orange County NY 
Shooters fuming, even as they’ve 
brought in new students for his 
NRA handgun safety class.

“You mean the New York give-
up-your rights act?” he said. “I 
have yet to talk to anybody who 
knows about this who’s willing to 
comply.”

Rogero said he’s already giv-
en classes to more people so far 
in January than he did in half of 
2012, and the number of class-
es he’s given has tripled since 
2005.

“Our rights have been in-
fringed. I can’t go out and buy 
certain guns that are legal in 
other states,” Rogero said. 
“They lied to us before. ‘We’re 
not going to take your guns.’ 
Well, tell that to New York City. 
You took their guns.”

Mark Bischof of Goshen, a 
gun owner who considers him-
self passionate on gun rights 

issues, said the legislation was 
drawn up hastily in back rooms, 
and it shows.

“A lot of people were rankled 
by the underhanded way it was 
put through,” Bischof said. “All 
he (Cuomo) had to do was wait. 
Put the testosterone aside, and 
wait for the president to speak 
the next day. And Obama made 
nothing but sense.”

Bischof said he agrees with 
the provision to limit public 
disclosure of permit informa-
tion, and the cleaning up of the 
background check provisions. 
But he’d like to see the restora-
tion of 10-round magazines and 
pistols, and to have older maga-
zines grandfathered. 

New York’s new law is just 
taking guns away from law-
abiding people, Kielbasa said. 

“I’m really done,” he said. 
“Unless they change some of 
this stuff, I’m gone.”
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Owner John Kielbasa sells a 
legal pistol to Tom Markert of 
Downsville, right, Thursday while 
Louie Banker of Downsville 
watches at Fernwood Firearms 
in Hankins. At right is a sign 
in front of Kielbasa’s store. 
The owner says the new gun 
laws passed by New York state 
may force him to move to 
Pennsylvania or Texas.

New handgun permits 
issued by county, by year

Orange Sullivan Ulster
2001 n/a 227 
2002 n/a 212 
2003 682 220 
2004 394 278 
2005 438 261 
2006 438 244 
2007 500 255 
2008 699 321 
2009 1001 338 573
2010 1169 398 584
2011 1024 404 437
2012 1204 432 546
Source: Orange County clerk; 
Sullivan County clerk; Ulster 
County Sheriff's Office
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